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MAJOR CROP PROGRESS AND WEATHER REPORTING 


SOVIET MINISTER DISCUSSES PROGRESS OF HARVEST WORK 
LDO11353 Moscow Domestic Service in Russian 0420 GMT 1 Oct 83 


[Text] The progress of harvest and preparations for the next harvest are dis- 
cussed with our correspondent by deputy chief of the Main Directorate of Grain 
Crops at USSR Ministry of Agriculture, Yuriy Alekseyevich Nikitin: 


{Begin recording] [Correspondent] Yuriy Alekseyevich, the harvest is nearing 
completion. Work is underway on the last hectares in North Kazakhstan, 
Kustanay and other oblasts. Perhaps you would tell us what the situation 

is with the harvesting of grain in that region, and in the country as a whole? 


[Nikitin] Grain and pulses remain to be threshed on an area of about 8.5 
million hectares. These crops are being harvested on the farms of the Urals, 
Siberia and North Kazakhstan. According to the USSR Central Statistical Ad- 
ministration data for 26 September, the country’s farms have cut grain and 
pulses on 108 million hectares, that is, 95 percent of the total, and threshed 
them on 104 million hectares. Last week, grain was cut on 3.5 million hectares, 
and threshed on 5.5 million hectares. 


Kolkhozes and sovkhozes of Kustanay, Kokchetav, North Kazakhstan, Omsk, Kurgan, 
Chelyabinsk and Tyumen oblasts have been taking advantage of the settled 
weather, and threshing grain at fast rates. In the past week, they have 
threshed grain crops on 15-20 percent of the area. 


Farms in Tselinograd and Turgay oblasts have finished harvesting grain. As 
before, however, as a result of difficult weather conditions, grain threshing 
is still being delayed in Novosibirsk, Chita and Kemerovo oblasts and Altay 
kray. On nearly two-thirds of the area, millet and buckwheat have been har- 
vested. The threshing of pulses is ending. In the current year, the rates 

of rice harvesting are high. This crop has already been threshed on more than 
half of the area. Rice-growers of Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan are achieving high 
outputs daily. Here, about one-third of the crop remains to be harvested. 

Rice yields are higher than in previous years. Kolkhozes and sovkhozes are 
busy selling the crop for state resources. 


Mass harvesting of corn grain crops continues. It has been harvested on nearly 
2 million hectares. Corn threshing rates are gathering speed. Last week, corn 








was harvested from 550,000 hectares; and the first 1 million metric tons of 
corn grain crops was sold to the state. 


Grain from the new harvest continues to arrive at the elevators and grain 
reception enterprises. The rate of selling grain crops to the state is con- 
siderably higher than last year. More winter rye, strong and hard wheat, 
brewing barley and other grain crops have been procured. 


[Correspondent] The center of field work has now moved to the sugar-beet 
plantations. What can you tell us about that harvest? 


[Nikitin] Sugar-beet has been harvested from more than half the area. The 
average yield per hectare is somwhat greater than last year. Kolkhozes and 
sovkhozes in Voronezh, Lipetsk, Penza, Saratov, Ryazan, Tula and other ob- 
lasts across the country are already close to completing the harvest of this 
crop. The transportation of sugar-beet to the processing enterprises is 
speeding up, and the productivity of sugar refineries is increasing. 


[Correspondent] How is the potato harvest going? 


[Nikitin] This year, the potato harvest has been well organized almost every- 
where. They have been dug on 80 percent of the area already. The potato 
harvest has ended in Mordovian and Chuvash autonomous republics, and it will 
be completed any day now on the farms of Moscow, Orel, Gorkiy, Vledimir, 
Ivanov, Kaluga and Kostioma oblasts. Nearly 60 percent of the potato procure- 
ment plan has been fulfilled; the crop is being sent off, in a planned way, to 
major cities and industrial centers and actively laid in for winter storage. 
Many farms have already finished storing seed potatoes. In the country as a 
whole, about 10 million metric tons of seed potatoes have been laid down. 


[Correspondent] How is winter sowing and plowing going throughout the 
country? 


[Nikitin] At the present time, the sowing of winter crops continues in 
Moldavia, Southern Ukraine, Krasnodar and Stavropol krays. Winter crops have 
been sown on 31.5 million hectares, that is, 78 percent of plan. In the past 
week, winter grain crops have been sown on 2.5 million hectares. These crops 
are, as a rule, being sown according to the prescribed agrotechnical timetable. 


Autumn plowing is being speeded up. In the past week, the soil has been pre- 
pared on 12 million hectares; and in the country as a whole, plowing has been 
done, in all, on nearly 55 million hectares, or half of the pianned areas. 
[end recording] 


CSO: 1824/056 





MAJOR CROP PROGRESS AND WEATHER REPORTING 


USSR AGRICULTURE OFFICIAL UPDATES HARVEST SITUATION 
LD130903 Moscow Domestic Service in Russian 1600 GMT 12 Oct 83 


[Text] All in all, as the country's statistical service has reported, grain 
crops on the kolkhozes and sovkhozes have to be cleared from less than 2.5 
million hectares. Commenting on this information, Boris Petrovich Parshin, 
deputy head of the Main Directorate for Arable Farming of the USSR Ministry 
of Agriculture, noted that grain crops are still lying in swathes on the 
fields of Chita, Novosibirsk and Irkutsk Oblasts and Altay and Krasnoyarsk 
Krays. 


Weather conditions in Siberia are constantly changing. Machine operators 
are constantly having to select the best method of harvesting. 


The harvesting of legumes, buckwheat and millet has been virtually completed 

in the country. Threshing of rice is nearing completion. It is now being 
harvested mainly in Maritime Kray and Uzbekistan. Corn remains to be threshed 
from 500,009 hectares. Mass lifting of sugar beet is continuing in a number of 
regions. Sugar beet still has to be harvested from 20 percent of the local 
area. Flax growers are completing the harvest. Flax has been pulled on more 
than 1 million hectares. Farms in Pskov, Kirov, Novgorod and Vologda Oblasts 
are somewhat behind in picking flax. Work is in full swing on cotton planta- 
tions. Growers in Azerbaijan are currently delivering raw cotton to procure- 
ment points on the account of their socialist pledges. 


More than half of the harvest has been cleared in Uzbekistan. A large amount 
of work is being done to prepare for next year's harvest. Winter crops have 
been sown on 36 million hectares, 90 percent of the plan. Sowing is continu- 
ing. Under-winter fallow has been ploughed on 77 million hectares. This is 
about 70 percent of the area to be ploughed this autum. This work is behind 
in Stavropol Kray, Astrakhan Oblast and the Urals. 


CSO: 1824/056 








MAJOR CROP PROGRESS AND WEATHER REPORTING 


MOSCOW OBSERVER ON RSFSR AGRICULTURAL PROGRESS 
LD100700 Moscow Domestic Television Service in Russian 1400 GMT 9 Oct 83 
[From the Vremya newscast ] 


[Text] As has already been reported, the latest meeting of the CPSU Central 
Committee Politburo discussed the question of the progress of work to imple- 
ment the program of transformation of the non-chernozem zone of the Russian 
Federation. Here is politican observer Viktor Beketov: 


[Begin Beketov video recording] Hello, comrades. Great changes are now tak- 
ing place in this region. We shall become aware of its contribution to imple- 
menting the country's food program. Accounting for one-fifth of the territory 
of the Russian Federation, the non-chernozem zone produces one-third of its 
agricultural output, 60 percent of potatoes, over 30 percent of meat and 40 
percent of milk. In the past 2 years all 29 oblasts and autonomous republics 
in the zone fulfilled their plan for grain sales to the state. 


However, for a whole series of reasons the non-chernozem zone has found it- 
self in a more difficult position compared with other areas. In view of this 
the party and government have been earnestly posing the question of speeding 
up the development of the zone's agriculture. Of special importance, in many 
ways of fundamental importance, is the 1974 decision of the CPSU Central Com- 
mittee and USSR Council of Ministers, which envisaged radical measures for 
boosting agricultural production and dealing with the basic social issues. 


In the years since then no small amount has been done. Technical equipment 
available to farms has been substantially renewed. Supplies of mineral fertil- 
izers have risen. Many hundreds of thousands of hectares of improved land have 
been brought into use. Socioeconomic conditions of life in the countryside too 
have improved. People's mood has been given a lift. The transformation of the 
non-chernozem zone has become a matter truly for the whole people. 


But has proved possible to carry out far from everything that was laid down. 
Agricultural zones are slow to go over to the intensive path of development 
on the basis of broadranging amelioration, comprehensive mechanization and 
chemicalization and the rational use of land. As a result material and tech- 
nical resources and production assets which are created do not give the due 
return. Rural building is behind, especially that of housing and 





cultural-domestic amenities on remote farms. Roads and drives to sections, 
teams and farms are inadequate; most of them are more or less cart tracks 
which in bad weather, like the present rainy autumn period, become very dif- 
ficult to travel on. 


In a word, just the first stage has been completed. Just a beginning has 

been made on changing things for the better. Fresh evidence of the party's 
great attention to the needs of the area was the examination of the question 
made at the latest meeting of the CPSU Central Committee Politburo. Having 
noted a number of positive points ir the progress of fulfilling the program 
for transformation of the non-chernozem zone, the Politburo at the same time 
pointed to substantial shortcomings too. It is suggested to the USSR Council 
of Ministers, to ministries and departments, and to oblast party committees 
and oblast executive committees that effective measures be taken to turn the 
non-chernozem zone into a region of highly-developed arable and pastoral farnm- 
ing. Special attention is drawn to the need to deal with questions concerned 
with further improving the labor and everyday standard of living of rural resi- 
dents. It is deemed advisable to work out additional measures to raise the 
efficiency of agriculture in the zone. 


It should be remembered that the non-chernozem zone is not only a vast farming 
region. It includes also Moscow, Leningrad and many other industrial centers 
of the European part of the country. The collectives of these works and 
factories and of construction projects and enterprises in the service sector 
obtain a significant proportion of their work force from among young people 
from the countryside. At the same time, it has become necessary for the 
cities to make wider use of their production, technical and scientific 
potential in resolving problems of the countryside. For indeed the trans- 
formation of the non-chernozem zone will have its effect on further improving 
food supplies to city and settlement dwellers and will help in raising the 
wellbeing of many millions of people. [end video recording] 


CSO: 1824/057 








MAJOR CROP PROGRESS AND WEATHER REPORTING 


LATE SEPTEMBER, EARLY OCTOBER AGRICULTURAL PROGRESS REPORTED 
28 Sep - 2 Oct 


LDO30201 [Editorial Report] The following is a compilation of reports on agri- 
cultural developments in the USSR carried by Moscow Domestic Service in Rus- 
sian on 28 Sep - 2 Oct. Times of broadcasts are given in parentheses at the 
end of each item. 


28 Sept 


Omsk Oblast is completing threshing on the second million hectares. More 
than half of delivered wheat consists of strong and valuable varieties. (0204 
GMT) 


In Kurgansk Oblast the farms have stocked up on seed and are selling grain to 
the state. Grain has been threshed on 1.4 million hectares. (0204 GMT) 


Farmers of Tambov Oblast fulfilled their socialist pledges on grain sale to 
the state--1.2 million tons grain—by 144,000 tons more than planned. Plan 
on sale of bean crops was underfulfilled. Farms of the oblast have procured 
the full amount of grain seeds for the next years sowing. Sale of groats tc 
the state continues. (1030 GMT) 


Less than one tenth of the fields remain to be harvested in the area sown to 
grain. Recently the conditions for threshing have improved somewhat in the 
Urals, North Kazakhstan and several areas in western Siberia. So last week 
ene fourth of the entire grain harvest had been gathered in Kokchetav Oblast. 
In many farms in the east of the country much train still remains in swathes. 
So in Altay Kray there are swathes on almost 1 million hectares. The har- 
vest of groats, buckwheat and millet is ending. The rate of threshing of 
grain corn is increacing. More hard wheat, millet, rice, rye grain, barley 
and pulse crops than last year at the same time has reached the state stocks. 
In the south of the European part of the country there has been rain. This 
has made it possible to step up sowing of winter crops. According to the 
latest data from the USSR Agriculture Ministry they cover over 31 million 
hectares. That is 78 percent of the area set aside for them. Almost half 
of the entire autumn ploughland has been ploughed on the kolkhozes and sov- 
khozes. (1100 GMT) 





29 Sep 


Machine operators in Kazakhstan are reaping grain on the last of 25 million 
hectares. The harvest in the virgin land oblasts of the republic is ending in 
unusually complex conditions. There is rain almost every day. It snows now 
and then. All arable-farming teams and sections have ewitched to the around- 
the clock, shift-working method. In spite of the difficult work many Kazakh 
Oblasts have already completed the harvest. They include Tselinograd, Uralsk 
Aktyubinsk and Turgay Oblasts. (0700 GMT) 


30 Sep 


Ulyanovsk Oblast has fulfilled pledges for grain sales to the state, having 
despatched 1.05 million tons of grain to procurement points, much more than 
the quota. The plan for purchases of pulse crops has been underfulfilled. 
Sales of millet and buckwheat continue. Farms have ensured themselves full 
supplies of seed for next year. 


Bashkiriya farmers are harvesting the last hectares of grain, having already 
delivered 2.75 million tonnes of grain. (0400 GMT) 


1 Oct 


Buckwheat threshing has been completed in Belorussia. The entire area, 44,000 
hectares, was harvested by the two-stage harvesting method, which averted 

crop losses. Overcoming the backlog in the production of buckwheat was 

helped by concentrating on fertile lands. (0800 GMT) 


2 Oct 


In Tadzhikistan a third of the cotton harvest has been gathered. To date, 
more than 300,000 tons have reached procurement points. (0700 GMT) 


In Kazakhstan 15 out of 19 oblasts have completed laying in of haylage. The 
year's plan for 3 million tons for public livestock has been exceeded by 
800,000 metric tons. Kustanay Oblast farms have fulfilled annual targets by 
170 percent. Karaganda Oblast farmers have put in for winter storage more 
than two annual plans of haylage. (0700 GMT) 


In Omsk Oblast soil has been prepared for the next year's harvest on more than 
half of the aJlotted areas. (0700 GMT) 


Winter wheat and barley has appeared in Lithuanian fields. Mass top dress- 
ing with nitrogen started today from the air. The farmers intend to treat 
1.17 million hectares with help from aircraft this year. (1630 GMT) 


3 = 5 October 


LD060306 [Editorial Report] The following is a compilation of reports on 
agricultural developments in the USSR carried by Moscow Domestic Service in 
Russian on 3-5 October. Times of broadcasts are given in parentheses at the 
end of each item. 





3 Oct 


Leading Kursk Oblast farms are achieving sugar-beet yields of 500 quintals 
per hectare; so far 2.5 million tons of beet have been harvested. (0700 GMT) 


In Mordovia: 215,000 tons of sugar-beet have been delivered to procurement 
centers. (0700 GMT) 


The machine operators of Ulyanovsk Oblast are completing their autumn plough- 
ing much earlier than usual. Ploughing has already been carried out on 1 
million hectares, which is 90 percent of the plan. (1200 GMT) 


The cotton growers of Tajikistan have already delivered to the procurement 
points more than 33 percent of the planned harvest. Nearly 1,500 cotton 
combines went out into the fields today. By today 325,000 tonnes of raw 
cotton have been delivered to the republic's procurement points. (1430 GMT) 


Harvesting work has peaked on the cottonfields of Turkmenistan where 500,000 
tons of raw cotton has already been picked. (1500 GMT) 


4 Oct 


Potato harvesting is coming to an end in Belorussia. Farmers of the republic 
have already delivered 2.3 million tons of domestic and seed potatoes to the 
State. Gorkiy Oblast field workers have completed the sugar beet harvest, 
delivering 165,000 tonnes of produce to procurement points and refineries. 
(0530 GMT) 


Altay farms are completing the threshing of grain. (0700 GMT) 


In Tselinograd Oblast autumn ploughing has been completed on over 1 million 
hectares, which is half the planned area. (0700 GMT) 


Kolkhozes and sovkhozes of Korov Oblast have delivered to grain reception 
enterprises 380,000 tons of grain. (1500 GMT) 


Grain crops remain to be harvested on nearly 3 million hectares on the kol- 
khozes and sovkhozes of Siberia.» Mass harvesting of oats is now underway in 
eastern Siberia. Sugar-beet lifting is being carried out rapidly this autumn. 
By the start of this week less than 15 percent of the fields remains to be 
cleared. This work has been completed by farms in Saratov and Ulyanovsk 
oblasts and Mordovia. Potato lifting is coming to an end. Kolkhozes and 
sovkhozes in the RSFSR are carrying out autumn ploughing daily on more than 
1 million hectares. Farms in Tambov Oblast and Tataria have coped with this 
work early. As before, preparation of the soil for the future harvest is 
noticably behind in Vologda, Pskov and Ivanovo Oblast. About 20 million 
hectares are taken up for winter crop sowing in the RSFSR. Sowing continues 
in the North Caucasus. (1630 GMT) 





5 Oct 
No news items. 
6 Oct 


LD070638 [Editorial Report] The following is a compilation of reports on agri- 
cultural developments in the USSR carried by Moscow Domestic Service in Rus- 
sian on 6 October. Times of broadcasts are given in parentheses at the end 

of each item. 


In Kazakhstan, grain harvesting continues in the fields of Kustanay Oblast, 
while more than 3,000 plowing units are already preparing for next year. To 
date autumn plowing has been done in the republic on almost 9 million hectares, 
about half the planned area. (0700 GMT) 


Seed drills have gone out into the grain fields of Uzbekistan. (1400 GMT). 
The sugar beet harvest has started in Armenia. (1400 GMT) 


The agricultural workers of the Bashkir ASSR have fulfilled their socialist 
pledges for grain sales to the state. The state granaries have received from 
the autonomous republic's collective and state farms 2.8 million tons of 
grain, which is 438,000 tons in excess of their plan. The plans for the pro- 
curement of food crops have been overfulfilled. The plan for the purchase of 
buckwheat has not been fulfilled. The republic's farms have laid in a full 
store of grain crop seeds for next year's harvest. (1600 GMT) 


7 - 8 Oct 


LD090526 [Editorial Report] The following is a compilation of reports on 
agricultural developments in the USSR carried by Moscow Domestic Service in 
Russian on 7-8 October. Times of broadcasts are given in parentheses at 
the end of each item. ! 


7 Oct 


Belgorod farmers have delivered 3 million tons of beets to the state. (0500 
GMT) 


In Tadzhikistan farms have started threshing rice. (1630 GMT) 


In Moldavia farmers are completing harvesting of late crops. Oknitskoye 
Rayon kolkhozes and sovkhozes are the first in the republic to have completed 
the harvest of corn, sunflowers, fruits, and vegetables for Constitution Day. 
Highest yields have been obtained on areas planted into sunflowers: 27 
quintals per hectare. (1630 GMT) 


Harvesting of late crops is coming to an end in Moldavia. Farms in (?0knot- 
skiy) Rayon have managed to catch up on the debt that they had built up since 
the beginning of the 5-year plan period for sale of grain, fruit, and veget- 
ables and other agricultural goods to the state. (2004 GMT) 





8 Oct 


Omsk Oblast farmers have plowed their first million hectares of fallows, over 
one half of the planned area. (0100 GMT) 


Sugar beet harvesting has ended in Ryazan Oblast; almost 39,000 hectares of 
beets have been sown. (0304 GMT) 


Chita Oblast grain farmers are being helped by machine operators from other 
areas where harvest is already over. Their harvest has been delayed nearly 
20 days by late ripening. (0500 GMT) 


9 - 11 Oct 


LD120500 [Editorial Report] The following is a compilation of reports on 
agricultural developments in the USSR carried by Moscow Domestic Service in 
Russian on 9-11 October. Times of broadcasts are given in parentheses at 
the end of each item. 


9 Oct 


Three million hectares have been prepared for the next harvest in Altay; 
stubble is being preserved to encourage snow and moisture retention. (0100 
GMT) 


Tambov Oblast's beet harvest is ending, beets have been lifted from almost 
120,000 hectares. (0100 GMT) 


In Saratov Oblast autumn plowing has been carried out over virtually all of 
the spring crop area, which is in excess of 4 million hectares. The out- 
going agricultural year has not brought a bad harvest; 105,000 tons of grain 
more than planned were sold to the state. Farmers are trying to better this 
year's results and much has already been done. The area sown to winter crops 
have been expanded up to 1 million hectares and good seeds have been laid in 
for the spring crops. (0700 GHT) 


In Bryansk Oblast potato harvest work has ended. Now the focus is on trans- 
portation to procurement points. (1300 GMT) 


Belorussian farmers have procured 1.95 million tons of grain. (1600 GMT) 
10 Oct 


In Saratov Oblast more than 4,000,000 hectares which has been plowed will 
give an extra 2-3 quintals per hectare. (0300 GMT) 


Ryazan Oblast fulfills obligations for potato production, dispatching 675,000 
tons. (0500 GMT) 


Two million tons of sugar from new seasons’ beets has been processed in the 
Ukraine. (0500 GMT) 
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1l Oct 
Altay farmers have gathered 250,000 tons of beets. (0100 GMT) 


Some 700,000 tons of cotton was delivered to Turkmenistan procurement points 
yesterday. (0500 GMT) 


Three million tons of cotton have been harvested in Uzbekistan. The harvest- 
ing rate remains high despite the crop's late ripening. Farms are dis- 
patching 125,000 tons daily to procurement points. No less than 6 million 
tons of cotton have been pledged by Uzbek farmers this year. (0900 GMT) 


Kazakhstan is preparing the soil for next year's harvest. To date 10 million 
hectares of autumn plowland of the 19 million hectares planned total has 

been plowed. Measures are being taken to prevent soil erosion and to retain 
moisture, (0900 GMT) 


In Belorussia, the dispatch of early potato seed to the southern regions of 

the country has been completed. About 150,000 tons, an all-time record amount, 
has been sent to farms in the Transcaucasus, Central Asia, Kazakhstan, Moldavia 
and the Ukrain. (1100 GMT) 


The Kuban has finished harvesting c.-n for grain. An average yield of 31 
quintals per hectare of the valuable crop was obtained from an area of 260,000 
hectares. Kolkhozes and sovkhozes successfully fulfilled the plan for the 
procurement of hybrid corn seeds: 230,000 tons have been delivered to local 
seed-grading works. (1730 GMT) 


In Kazakhstan, plowing is being carried out in Omsk Oblast where two-thirds of 
planned allotments have been prepared for next year's spring sowing. Rice 
harvesting has started at Maritime Kray's specialized farms. (1850 GMT) 


Harvesting operations have entered their final stage on the plantings of late 
intertilled crops in the country's southern regions. Lifting of sugar beet 

is being carried out by farms in the Ukraine and the southern RSFSR. The 
majority of kolkhozes and sovkhozes have gathered in the sunflower crop. Har- 
vesting of potatoes and vegetables is drawing to an end; their gross yields 
make it possible to fulfill the population's requirements for these food prod- 
uects. Harvesting of soya has been commenced by farms in the Far East. 
Threshing of this valuable high-protein crop is also being carried out by 
mechanizers in the south of the European USSR. (1918 GMT) 


Work is in full swing now on the cottonfields. The closest to finishing 
harvest work are mechanizers of Azerbaijan. In Uzbekistan the third million 
metric tons of raw cotton arrived today at procurement points—that is half 
of the socialist pledges made by the republic's cotton farmers. (1918 GMT) 


In Siberia work is still in progress on the grain fields. Conditions for 


thresthing here, after a long period of bad weather, have improved. The 
flow of grain to elevators has shown an immediate marked rise. The foundations 
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of the future crop are presently being laid everywhere. Winter-crop sowing is 
being completed and the preparation of the soil and of seeds for the coming 
spring crop sowing campaign is in progress. These operations are being con- 
ducted with a view to further improving the structure of plantings and as- 
similating crop rotations envisaged by scientifically-based zonal crop-farm- 
ing systems. (1918 GMT) 


12 Oct 


LD130518 [Editorial Report] The following is a compilation of reports on 
agricultural developments in the USSR carried by Moscow Domestic Service in 
Russian on 12 October. Times of broadcasts are given in parentheses at the 
end of each item. 


In Turkmenistan cotton harvesting socialist competition results have been 
summed up and Tashauz Oblast has come out in the lead. To date farmers 
there have processed more than half of the cotton grown, an amvint exceeding 
700,000 tons. A significant portion is of the fine fibre type. (0100 GMT) 


Today the final com+‘nes are leaving the Kuban rice plantations, where the 
harvest has been ciimp.cted on 175,000 hectares. Sales of rice to the state 
continue. (0304 GMT) 


In Kazakhstan the last combines have left the grain fields. Wheat, barley, 
other grain and pulse crops were allocated on 24.5 million hectares. Cut- 
ting and threshing has been completed everywhere. Despite prolonged rains 
and even snowfalls the harvest has been conducted successfully. (0500 GMT) 


Sugar beet harvesting has been completed in Belgorod Oblast on about 160,000 
hectares. More than 3.2 million tons of sugar beets have been delivered to 
sugar plants. (0700 GMT) 


Omsk Oblast's autumn plowing has been completed on the second million hec- 
tares. (0700 GMT) 


Aktyubinsk Oblast farmers have sold to the state this year 1,212,000 tons of 
grain, which is 454,000 tons more than planned. The oblast has sold to the 

state a total of 3,868,000 tons of grain in the course of the last 3 years, 

which is more than their 1lth Five-Year Plan target. (1200 GMT) 


Farms in Kazakh Priuralye have completed sowing of winter cereals on over 
400,000 hectares, a little over 100,000 hectares more than last year. (1330 
GMT) 


Grain crops remain to be harvested throughout the country on less than 2,500,000 
hectares. The harvest of leguminous crops, buckwheat, and millet has al- 

ready been virtually completed. Threshing of rice is coming to an end. It 

is now being harvested mainly in the Maritime Kray and Uzbekistan. Mass sugar 
beet lifting is continuing in a number of areas. Flax growers are completing 
harvesting operations. Harvesting is at its height on the cotton plantations. 
(1850 GMT) 
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By 10 October in the country as a whole grain and pulse crops had been har- 
vested on 111 million hectares. Farmers in north Kazakhstan were forced to 
work under extremely difficult conditions in the final stage. The last, 
101,000th hectare of bread-grain they, as the saying goes, snatched from the 
bad weather. In general there were insufficient warm autumn days for the 
Siberia zone regions. In Kurgan Oblast, the Altay, Krasnodar Kray, and in 
Chita and Novosibirsk oblasts rain alternated with snow before the grain 
crops had been tathered in. Chita farmers were in an especially difficult 
position. Even so, the Siberian machine operators are doing their utmost 

and snatching the last hectares of land from thebad weather. Sowing of winter 
crops continues, they already cover 3 million more hectares of land than 

last year. Harvesting of sugar beets, vegetables, rice, sunflowers, and corn 
is in progress. (2004 GMT) 


Final stages of harvesting are under way in difficult conditions in the 
eastern part of the USSR. (2300 GMT) 


Late September Harvest Progress 
PMO51420 Moscow IZVESTIYA in Russian 29 Sep 83 Morning Edition p 2 
[O. Pavlov "Agricultural Review": "The Fall Field"] 


[Text] The USSR Central Statistical Administration reports that by 26 Sep- 
tember cereals and pulse crops (except corn) had been reaped on 107.8 mil- 
lion hectares in the country and threshed on 194.1 million hectares--97 per- 
cent of the reaped area. Buckwheat has been harvested o 1.33 million hec- 
tares (75 percent), and millet on 2.34 million hectares (82 percent). Sugar 
beets have been lifted on 1.8 million hectares (52 percent). Potatoes have 
been harvested on 2.5 million hectares (81 percent), and vegetables on 765,000 
hectares (59 percent). 


The current harvest is most regions of the country is ahead of the long-term 
average timetable. Is this a good thing? What kid of a question, one would 
think, is that? The faster the better. However, let's think. 


Climatic conditions were such that many crops ripened faster than usual. Mid- 
dle-ripening vegetables, for instance, virtually turned into early ripeners. 
Whatever line of the Central Statistical Administration accounts you look at, 
harvesting rates in almost all sections are higher than in last year's. 
Nonetheless, output per unit, especially per gain combine, has not grown 

much in the country as a whole. 


What is the matter? Was there not splendid harvesting weather until recent 
days over the huge territory of the country where the harvest was proceeding-- 
from the southwest (from Odessa, for instance) to the northeast (Irkutsk, say). 
Yes, of course, there was some rain and sometimes wind, but there are no 
grounds for saying that this year the elements made ‘the arable farmer (until 
today) sit around and “twiddle his thumbs." And yet progress in the rate 

and quality of work is not high. 


These, it seems, are the fundamental reasons for this. 
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The backward level of organization. The Ipatovskiy method has been around for 
a decade, yet in places we are only trying it out and adapting it to local con- 
ditions, so to speak. Alright, so it is not adaptable. Then produce <ome- 
thing of your own. Otherwise rayons and oblasts endlessly report that so 

many subunits have been created following the Ipatovskiy method. But when you 
takea look, nothing exists in life or in reality. Moreover, things are even 
worse than before. Equipment is often needlessly formed into large detach- 
ments. And it travels about in an armada when it is sometimes advantageous 

to harvest a particular field straightaway. And two combines would suffice. 
Yet the field waits until the detachment, having done its work on larger tracts 
of land according to the job schedule, remembers about it. Don't get me wrong. 
I am not against the Ipatovskiy method; on the contrary I am in favor of it. 
But only when it is not purely formal and is sensibly interpreted. 


Yet another reason is the low level of readiness of harvestiug equipment. We 
will not talk today about how good or bad it is. 


But it is possible to harvest faster and better even with today's machine 
pool. Reports on repairs and equipment readiness “present” us with improve- 
Ment of one, two, or three percent each year. But even going by official 
figures, tens of thousands of machines do not take part in the harvest. They 
are simply not ready or, more usually, are dismantled for spares for "younger," 
operational machines. Moreover, the standard of repairs is, unfortunately, 
such that combines are aften out of action a few days after starting work. 

In this connection it is curious to note that for many years combines have 
been a weak link. Tractors are still more reliable. Trucks--they love them 
in the country--work for decades. Yet combines work for one month a year and 
we cannot manage to prepare them properly. No wonder the Ipatovskiy method 
catches on better when mobile repair links can be set up. For combines. 


And all this, unfortunately, is linked with (or conditioned by?) the shortage 
of machine operators. I have visited the harvest in various regions of the 
country. And in many of them the farm leaders told me that the young people 
are not interested inworking on combines. This would seem strange. For the 
combine operator makes good earning during the harvest. But what about the 
reliability of the machines and, consequently, your nerves? And the leaders’ 
frequent hastiness--your nerves again? There are some other factors too. So 
a stable tractor is better, and a truck is even nicer. 


That is how one of the knotty problems looked at during my harvest travels 
this year arises. 


However, this conclusion és by no means pessimistic. On the contrary, over- 
coming natural difficulties, the reaping is not going badly. Even in the 
past week's indifferent weather the Kazakhstan virgin land farmers and arable 
farmers in the Urals and Tomsk, and Tyumen Oblasts have worked well. 


The machine operators threshed grain on 669,000 hectares in Kokchetav Oblast, 
627,000 hectares in Kustanay Oblast, 432,000 hectares in North Kazakhstan 
Oblast, 429,000 hectares in Kurgan Oblast and 288,000 hectares in Chelyabinsk 
Oblast. What is this? In terms of the proportion of the total sown area-- 
from 29 to 17 percent. 
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They have worked quite well too in Omsk Oblast. But nonetheless harvesting 
rates in East and West Siberia [words indistinct]. There is a new harvest 
in the south of the country grain corn, rice, and cotton. 


The Moldavian arable farmers made no mistake in their choice of tactics for 
the present harvest of the republic's main grain crop--corn. By skillfully 
using the most effective method—simultaneously threshing cobs as they are 
harvested--the corn growers guaranteed record rates and high quality. 


The rice crop is providing a good yield. The arable farmers in Krasnodar Kray, 
where this crop is grown on 174,000 hectares, are near to completing the har- 
vesting. 


The fall field ooth brings joy and demands special care. 


Official on Harvest Progress 
LD220927 Moscow Domestic Service in Russian 1530 GMT 21 Sep 83 
[From "Land and People” program] 


[Text] The country’s statistical service today published data on the course 
of field work in kolkhozes and sovkhozes. Commenting on these at our request, 
Boris Petrovich Parshin, deputy head of the chief directorate of land hus- 
bandry at the USSR Agriculture Ministry, noted that in recent days sowing of 
winter crops has been continuing in southern regions. In all, 28.6 million 
hectares have been sown with winter crop seeds. This is 71 percent of the 
total winter crop area. It is pleasing to see that there has been an increase 
in the area where sowing has been carried out with the simultaneous applica- 
tion of fertilizer. However, this is still not being done everywhere. 


The ploughing rate is also quite high on the whole. The ploughing plan has 
been 38 percent fulfilled. But against this general background there is a 
considerable lag in kolkhozes and sovkhozes in Pskov, Novgorod, Kalinin and a 
number of other oblastsof the central and northwestern regions. There is a 
real danger here that ploughing will have to be completed in the spring and 
this always results in a smaller yield. 


The eastern regions’ agricultural workers are continuing the harvest in com- 
plicated conditions just as before. It is precisely here that there remains 
unharvested grain. In the country as a whole, grain has been threshed on 
almost 99 million hectares. Combines are being fitted with special attach- 
ments to speed up the harvest. 


Harvesting of rice and corn and many other crops has been carried out on a 
larger area than by this time last year. Flax harvesting is virtually ending: 
it has been cleared from over 1 million hectares. 


The state has bought in more potatoes, vegetables and fruit than by this date 
last year. (?Soya) producers are successfully fulfilling socialist pledges. 


CSO: 1824/059 
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MAJOR CROP PROGRESS AND WEATHER REPORTING 


AGRONOMIST COMMENTS ON RSFSR HARVEST PROGRESS 
LD091911 Moscow Domestic Service in Russian 1600 GMT 9 Oct 83 


[Text] Here is a commentary by merited RSFSR agronomist, Yuriy Platonovich 
Kovyryalov. The ploughing area in the non-chernozem zone occupies over 35 
million hectares. All over that enormous area every day in autumn is full 

of intensive work and concern for the present and future harvest. The non- 
chernozem zone, like a few other agricultural areas, is distinguished by a 
multi-faceted development of agriculture. Over 70 percent of the marketable 
potatoes of the Russian Federation are concentrated there. A good yield from 
this crop has been grown in Ryazan, Orel and Moscow Oblasts. In Bryansk Ob- 
last, where the biggest Russian potato-growing area is located, about 900 
mechanized detachments are engaged in its cultivation. Half of them have 
transferred to the brigade contracting system, and typically it is in these 
collectives that high yields are being obtained. The grain area of the non- 
chernozem zone is providing a weighty share of output. Socialist pledges and 
plans for sales of grain to the state have been successfully completed by 
grain growers of Tula, Grokiy, Perm and a number of other oblasts and auton- 
omous republics. 


A considerable place in the autumn workscheme has been given to sowing winter 
crops. Immediately after harvesting the grain most farms analysed the results 
of the harvest. At the Russkiy state farm in Moscow Oblast at a party meeting 
the machine operators named those guilty of bad soil cultivation, and spoke of 
the low level of exactingness of specialists in control of the department, under 
whose gaze departures from agricultural technology at the harvest are being 
permitted to occur, as well as in sowing winter crops and preparing the soil 
for the future harvest. Such exactingness must be exhibited in many farms of 
Kaluga, Vladimir and Ivanovo Oblasts, where the transfer of work of plant- 
growers on to an intensive level is being carried out slowly. Growth in 

yields in the Russian non-chernozem zone is unthinkable without decisive 
measures to create the basis of the future harvest, eid this primarily concerns 
the provision of sufficient good-quality seeds, carefully storing them, prepar- 
ing the soil, showing a proprietorial concern for improving the fertility of 
the soil. Unfortunately, little fertilizer is being spread in the ploughland 
by collective and state farms of Perm Oblast and Mordovian ASSR. At present 
there is no more important task for the RAPO [Rayon Agroindustrial Association] 
councils than to carry out in an organized way and with high juality the whole 
complex of autumn tasks, and the land will repay. 


CSO: 1824/057 
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MAJOR CROP PROGRESS AND WEATHER REPORTING 


CSA DATA ON WINTER AGRICULTURE ANNOUNCED 
LD130520 Moscow Domestic Service in Russian 1630 GMT 12 Oct 83 


[Text] In the last few days sowing of winter crops continued in the south of 
the country. Altogether now, according to the latest data of the USSR Central 
Statistical Administration, various winter crops have been sown on 36 million 
hectares. Nine-tenths of the area under winter crops have been sown. The 
rains which have fallen in the south of the country's European part have im- 
proved conditions for the development of shoots. Here, and also in the re- 
publics of central Asia and the Transcaucasus the sowing campaign continues. 


In the past week underwinter fallows have been plowed on over 10 million 
hectares. The pace of this work remains high. Altogether plowing has been 
carried out on 7 hectares out of every 10 outlined in the plan. 


Harvesting continues in many rayons. It is being carried out under difficult 
conditions by the grain growers of the Urals and Siberia. In Chita Oblast 
severe frost has already been observed in the last few nights. At present 
combine operators are mainly applying the strait-combine harvesting method. 
However, a considerable quantity still remains in windrows. 


Sunflowers remain to be harvested on one-sixth of the area sown, mainly in 
Orenburg and Kuybyshev Oblasts and in the Altay. In a number of rayons lifting 
of sugar beets is continuing. 


Everywhere in the republics of central Asia and in Azerbaijan cotton is arriv- 
ing at the procurement centres. Cotton picking is proceeding slowly in 
Kirghizia, where only 15 percent of the planned raw materials has been pro- 
cured. 


In the last few days the reserves of fodders have continued to increase. At 
present 223 million tons of silage, or 90 percent of the plan, have been pro- 
cured. Root crops are still to be harvested on a considerable area and straw 
is to be stacked and carted off the fields. Altogether 91 percent of the plan 
for the procurement of fodders of various kinds has been fulfilled; this is 10 
million metric tons of fodder units more than last year at the same time. 


CSO: 1824/056 
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MAJOR CROP PROGRESS AND WEATHER REPORTING 


PAPER VIEWS RSFSR SEED PROCUREMENT SITUATION 
PM101332 Moscow SOVETSKAYA ROSSIYA in Russian 6 Oct 83 First Edition p l 


["Review prepared by RSFSR Ministry of Agriculture workers" under the rubric 
"w, 


"Farmer's Concerns": "Thinking About Spring"; capitalized rassages between 
slantlines published in boldface] 


[Text] It is well known that merely by using high-yield zoned agricultural 
crop strains plovland and meadow productivity can be increased by 20 percent 
and more. What, for instance, is helping the Borets Kolkhoz in Moscow 
Oblast's Ramenskiy Rayon to obtain high grain harvests consistently, year 
after year?! The comprehensive seed treatment and storage facility set up 
on the initiative of Honored Agronomist of the RSFSR A. V. Ryndin, the farm's 
chief agronomist, has contributed considerably: seeds are brought up to 
condition actually during the harvest. This year, as in past years, suf- 
ficient stocks of first and second class seeds have been secured for the 
entire area which is to be sown, and emergency and carry-over stocks have 
been fully replenished. New high-yield grain strains are introduced in the 
farm's fields every year. 


Seeds are the prime concern on most of the republic's kolkhozes and sovkhozes. 
By the end of September sufficient stocks to cover the entire spring crop area 
had been laid in in 37 oblasts, krays and autonomous republics. Farmers there 
were well organized and fulfilled this major task with a sense of high respon- 
sibility for the next harvest. 


In terms of the organization of seed work /THE LEADERS ARE: BELGOROD, TAMBOV, 
PSKOV, ORENBURG, AND SARATOV OBLASTS./ 


Unfortunately, facts of another kind also exist. Lipetsk Oblast kolkhozes and 
sovkhozes have failed to lay in sufficient stocks of oat, millet, and buck- 
wheat seeds, while in the Tatar ASSR there is a shortfall of buckwheat and 
millet seeds. 


The situation is even more complex in Siberia and the Far East. Grain growers 
face great difficulties as a result of the cold summer and protracted rain 
during harvest time. Nonetheless, leading farms managed to replenish seed 
stocks even in those conditions. Many farms, however, have been unable to 
overcome the difficulties. In Irkutsk Oblast's Alarskiy Rayon, for instance, 
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more than 50,000 metric tons of grain have been threshed, but only 6,300 
metric tons have been set aside for seed. 


At present it is particularly important to dry out the seeds to the pre- 
scribed requirements tecause otherwise they will be highly unstable during 
Storage. In Gorkiy Oblast more than 11 percent of the seeds do not meet pre- 
scribed requirements as regards moisture levels. There is only one reason 
for this--complacency and lack of organization. Considerable quantities of 


moist seeds have been put into storage in Vladimir, Ivanovo, and Chelyabinsk 
Oblasts. 


In terms of seed preparation /THE LAGGARDS ARE SMOLENSK, KIROV, AND KEMEROVO 
OBLASTS, AND THE MORDOVIAN, DAGESTAN, AND CHECHEN-INGUSH ASSR'S./ 


Until quite recently Kurgan Oblast, too, featured among the laggards, but 
farmers there were able to make the most of a number of warm and sunny days 

at the end of September and improve the situation. In Smolensk Oblast there 
is no particular reason to complain about the weather at the moment, but none- 
theless farms are laying in no more than 3 metric tons of seeds per day each, 
despite the fact that all necessary equipment is available almost everywhere. 
Judging by appearances, seed preparation is also being postponed "till later" 
in Chechen-Ingushetiya: the daily output of seed cleaning facilities there 
does not exceed 1 quintal. 


Currently slightly more perennial grass seed than last year is being delivered. 
The perennial grass seed delivery plan has been fulfilled by farms in 
Belgorod, Moscow, Kaluga, and Saratov Oblasts and the Kalmyk ASSR. 


Meanwhile in Arkhagelsk Oblast, which year after year fails to meet seed 
procurement targets, not a single ton has again been delivered to the state 
stocks. Yet four seed growing stations where grasses are grown have been set 
up in the oblast and there are seeds available--1,300 metric tons of them are 
lying about threshed in heaps. The problem is that M. V. Chugunov, the head 
of the oblast's agronomic service, has failed to organize cleaning of them. 


The leaders of the Voronezh agricultural administration also deserve to be 
seriously reprimanded: more than 6,000 metric tons of perennial grass seeds 
have been threshed in the oblast, but only 1,600 metric tons have found their 
way to farm and state storage facilities. 


In terms of grass seed procurement /THE LAGGARDS ARE STAVROPOL KRAY AND VOLGO- 
GRAD, KURSK, KALININGRAD, ORENBURG, PSKOV, AND ROSTOV OBLASTS./ 


Seeds represent the next harvest and their preparation must not be delayed. 


CSO: 1824/058 
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MAJOR CROP PROGRESS AND WEATHER REPORTING 


MEASURES FOR IMPROVING POTATO HARVEST REVIEWED 
Moscow SEL'SKAYA ZHIZN' in Russian 21 Sep 83 p 1 
JArticle: "Our Secondary Grain"/ 


[Text/ Potatoes are referred to as our secondary grain. Each inhabitant of 
the country annually consumes an average of 110 kilograms of potatoes. This 
important crop is grown on more than 3 million hectares at kolkhozes and 
sovkhozes and overall -- on more than 6 million hectares. The crop has 
ripened in a fine manner on a majority of the fields. And at the present time 
the farmers and their partners in the agroindustrial complex are confronted by 
an important task -- to harvest all of the tubers rapidly and without losses 
and ensure their proper preservation. 


This year the possibility exists of harvesting a large portion of the potatoes 
using combines. As a rule, they can be employed with maximum productivity in 
those areas where complex detachments are carrying out a complete technological 
cycle of operations, commencing with preparation of the fields and ending with 
placing the tubers in storehouses. Such is the manner in which the harvest 
production line is organized on many farms in the Ukraine and in Bryansk, 
Moscow and Ryazan Oblasts. Here the potatoes have been dug up on more than one 
half of the areas. 


The leading machine operators -- participants iu the competition for the 
production by each combine of not less than 1,000 tons of tubers during the 
season -- are setting the tone in the harvest ope :tions. Such results have 
already been achieved by the crews of 0. Kazachok of the Minsk Lyubanskaya 
Experimental Base, A. Bondarchuk of the Zhitomir Kolkhoz imeni Gorkiy and 

P. Chernyy of the Bryansk Kolkhoz imeni Romashin. A number of farms have 
introduced corrections into the usual technology in the interest of accelerating 
the work. For example, diggers have been included in the production line in 
Belorussia. Their use has raised the output of the combines by a factor of 1.5. 
Over a period of 12 days, operating on both medium and heavy textured soils, 
machines harvested ~“2 entire crop at the Moscow Zavorovo Experimental- 
Production Farm. This became possible as a result of the potatoes being grown 
on ridges and also owing to thorough loosening of the inter-row spacings. 


But the work is not being organized in this same manner in all areas. The 
potato harvesting work in Kirov, Tambov and Smolensk Oblasts and in the Udmurt 
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ASSR is unfolding slowly, with the equipment often lying idle. The editorial 
board is receiving reports concerning considerable potato losses at some 
farms. It sometimes happens that up to one fourth of the crop is left in the 
ground after the diggers have passed. Thus the rule must be followed in all 
areas of considering a field to have been harvested only after it has been 
plowed and the tubers again collected from it. According to data furnished by 
specialists, under this year's conditions such action can serve to raise the 
per hectare yield by 30 or more quintals. 


Quite often the low quality of the tubers is criticized by the purchasers. As 

a rule, the quality is lowered as a result of violations of the agricultural 
practices employed in cultivating the crop, a lack of balance in the application 
of mineral fertilizers, failure to attach proper value to protective measures 
and also owing to poor organization of the harvest work. "The fact that the 
technical characteristics of the modern machines are such that up to 25 percent 
of the tubers sustain damage can hardly be considered normal" bitterly stated 
I. Alekseyev in his letter, a machine operator in Gorkiy Oblast. The 
harvesting technology must involve as few transshipments as possible. 


The initial weeks of the busy harvest season underscored the weakness of one 
harvest element -- the shipping of the products. Although the kolkhozes and 
sovkhozes received assistance from the industrial enterprises in the form of 
many motor vehicles being made available, these machines were not utilized in 
an efficient manner in all areas. In a number of rayons the authorities were 
unable to organize the work of the transport workers in two shifts. A great 
amount of time was lost unjustifiably in loading and unloading the products. 
At times the railroad workers did not perform as expected. For example, the 
mounds of potatoes being kept outdoors are increasing in size at the Berd 
Station of the Kuybyshev Railroad. Unless more freight cars are made 
available, a considerable portion of the crop will be damaged by frost. 
Especially critical delays are taking place in the deliveries of products 
intended for regions of the Far North and Far East. 


Further improvements are required in the relationships between various elements 
of the agroindustrial complex. They should display greater responsibility for 
fulfillment of their obligations as set forth in contractual obligations. 
Correct action is being taken in those areas where a portion of the output is 
being accepted directly on the farms, where transshipments are being reduced 
through the introduction of container shipments and where direct contacts are 
being organized for the "field-to-store" program. 


It is a disappointment when, after having developed a fine crop and having 
gathered up all of the tubers, losses nonetheless occur during storage. But 
this occurs quite often owing to a shortage of good quality storehouses and 
carelessness and mismanagement on the part of trade workers and those assigned 
to fruit and vegetable bases. Once these losses are eliminated, it will then 
become possible to satisfy more completely the population's requirements for 
potatoes. 


An object of special concern for the farm leaders and specialists must be that 


of the seed tubers -- the gold fund for the future harvest. A situation cannot 
be tolerated wherein more than one fourth of the areas at kolkhozes and 
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sovkhozes and even larger areas on private plots are occupied by sub-standard 
potatoes. Intra-farm seed production operations have been organized in a poor 
manner in a number of oblasts, despite the fact that the plans call for 
noticeable improvements in the production of elite seed. But time does not 
wait. The laying in of planting stock in reliable storehouses must be 
completed as rapidly as possible. Ideally, each farm must have 3-4 varieties 
of different ripening periods. 


The private plots have great opportunities at their disposal for increasing 
the production of potatoes. Unfortunately, the space being used for this crop 
is being reduced in some areas. Not all of the amateur potato growers are 
receiving the assistance required for preparing the soil, planting and tending 
the crop or selling the products obtained. And concern must be displayed for 
these matters in keeping with the actions being taken at the Rossiya Kolkhoz 
in Novozybkovskiy Rayon and at the Gordeyevskiy Sovkhoz in Klintsovskiy Rayon 
in Bryansk Oblast. Here equipment is being made available in a timely manner 
for working the gardens, the population is being supplied with high quality 
seed and assistance is being provided in carrying out the harvest work. At 
the present time, much depends upon the workers assigned to the procurement 
points. For it is they who must ensure the efficient acceptance of all surplus 
products from the private plots. 


Success in carrying out the harvest work is greatly dependent upon the degree 
of concern displayed for those working in the field. It is not difficult to 
install sheds, supply wagons or provide hot food on a timely basis -- all of 
these factors, assuming good labor organization, serve to improve the mood of 
the personnel and, it follows, labor productivity. The party organizations 

are responsible for ensuring that the competition for achieving high indicators 
during the busy potato harvest is carried out on an extensive scale. 


7026 
CSO: 1824/019 
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MAJOR CROP PROGRESS AND WEATHER REPORTING 


CHEMICAL AGENTS FOR USE AGAINST POTATO BLIGHT 
Moscow SEL'SKAYA ZHIZN' in Russian 30 Jun 83 p 3 


[Article by S. Karmanov, professor and Doctor of Agricultural Sciences and 
A. Volovik, Doctor of Agricultural Sciences at the Scientific Research_ 
Institute of the Potato Economy: "Protecting Potatoes Against Blight"/ 


[Text/ This year, in the country's principal potato production zones, favorable 
conditions are at hand for the development of the most dangerous potato 
disease -- blight. The precipitation which fell during the month of July in 

a majority of oblasts was greater than the norm established over a period of 
many years. The development of the disease is being promoted by moderate 
temperatures. 


At the present time, blight is already manifesting itself on both early and 
later varieties of potatoes in practically ell of the zones. The disease is 
progressing rapidly and thus it will be capable of destroying the leaf surface 
within a brief period of time and this will lead to a considerable shortfall 
in the crop ani in contamination of the tubers. The fate of the crop at the 
present time is dependent upon the carrying out of intensive and thorough 
measures aimed at combating the blight. 


First of all, use should be made out on the fields of all of the ground-type 
sprayers available at the kolkhozes, sovkhozes and associations of 
Soyuzsel'khozkhimiya. Aviation spraying must be carried out in those areas 
where the soil is excessively damp and ground-type equipment cannot be 


emp loyed . 


The frequency of treatment of the potato sowings with contact preparations 
must ensure complete coverage by the poisons of the lower and upper surfaces 
of the leaves of the plants. For all practical purposes, chemical treatments 
using such preparations as Cuprozan (Khometsin) in a dosage of 2.4 kilograms 
per hectare, Polycarbaccine (2.4 kilograms per hectare), Cyneb (2.4-3.2 
kilograms per hectare), Polikhom (2.4-3.2 kilograms per hectare, Copper 
chlorokis (2.4-3.2 kilograms per hectare, Phtalan (2-4 kilograms per hectare) 
and others must be carried out at intervals of 7-10 days depending upon the 
weather conditions. 


Use can be made at the present time of the systemic preparation Ridomil 
(0.8-1.0 kilograms per hectare). This caemical penetrates the tissue of the 
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potato plants are reliably protects it against infection by fungus and the 
development of disease for a period of 14 days. Since Ridomil is not 
available in sufficient quantities for treating all potato sowings, it 

should be employed ideally and primarily on tracts where higher yields can be 
obtained and also on seed sowings. 


An active campaign against dangerous diseases using chemical agents and also 
loosening of the soil in the inter-row spacings where the development of the 
haulm permits such work to be carried out -- these are the principal measures 
for tending the potato sowings at the present time and they should ensure 

normal tuber formation and the development of a fine crop. 


7026 
CSO: 1824/019 
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MAJOR CROP PROGRESS AND WEATH{R R&PORTING 


SUGAR BZET HARVEST PROGRESS IN MOLDAVIA 
Kishinev SOVETSKAYA MOLDAVIYA in Russian 25 Aug 83 p 1 
[Article: “Busy Harvest Season for Beet Growers"'/ 


[Text/ In behalf of the third year of the five-year plan, the republic's 
farmers have undertaken the following obligation: to sow more than 100,000 
hectares in sugar beets and to obtain an average of 320 quintals of root crop 
from each one of them. Today it is already possible for us to discuss the 
initial results of our work: fine prospects for the harvest are evident in all 
areas and all of the prerequisites are at hand for honorably fulfilling the 
state plans for procuring sugar beets and producing sugar. 


Fine preparations have been made in a majority of the beet growing regions for 
carrying out the harvest work and for procuring and processing the sugar beets. 
The plans call for certain measures to be carried out aimed at harvesting the 
crop during the best periods and preventing losses. More than 850 beet 
harvesting complexes have been moved out onto the plantations. They are being 
serviced by more than 7,000 machine operators. 


Weekly schedules for transporting the beets were prepared in advance on each 

farm. In view of the fact that the periods for harvesting the crop this year 
are considerably earlier than usual, appropriate corrections were introduced 

into the contractual agreements on the farms prior to the commencement of the 
harvest operations. 


The harvesting equipment has been formed into mechanized detachments and the 
work is being carried out using the flow line-transshipment method, and in 
those areas where it is possible to do so -- the flow line method -- wherein 
the beets are shipped directly to the plant from the combines. 


The farmers in Dondyushanskiy Rayon commenced their harvest work in an 
organized manner. Here preparations were made for this work long before the 
commencement of the busy harvest campaign out on the plantations. On 18 
August, at the Mayak Kolkhoz, which is a rayon school for leading experience 
in beet production, a seminar was conducted for farm leaders, specialists and 
machine operators. And the result: the rayon was one of the first in the 
republic to commence the sugar beet harvesting work and it is continuing this 
work in a successful manner. 
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The work was organized in a manner such that the potatoes, after being dug up, 
did not have to remain for too long a period out on the fields: The flow line- 
transshipment method employed makes it possible to ship the products to the 
state within the first 24 hours following the harvest. As of 24 August, the 
rayon's farms had already shipped almost 4,000 tons of roots to the sugar 
plant. 


The farmers in Yedinetskiy Rayon were also among the first to commence their 
sugar beet harvesting work. Here, just as in Drokiyevskiy Rayon, special 
importance is being attached to making maximum use of motor transport 
facilities. For example, the average output per motor vehicle in the 
transporting of roots in Drokiyevskiy Rayon has already reached 36 tons daily. 
At the present time, this is the highest indicator in the beet growing regions 
and indeed the harvest work has only just commenced. 


This indicator is of great importance. At the present time, with feed 

ensiling work being carried out on an extensive scale and the republic's 
fields, orchards and gardens yielding tens of thousands of tons of agricultural 
products on a daily basis, the work is often being delayed by shortcomings in 
the transport operations. Thus maximum importance is being attached to making : 
maximum use of literally each available motor vehicle. 


The shipping of sugar beets from Ryshkanskiy and Lazovskiy Rayons is increasing 
in tempo; more than 500 hectares have been harvested here over a period of 
several days. Here they handle the haulm in a thrifty manner, viewing it as 

a valuable feed for the animals. For example, 1,200 tons of sugar beet haulm 
have already been ensiled in Ryshkanskiy Rayon. 


At the same time, a number of farms are still very slow in commencing this 
work. This applies in particular to such rayons as Rezinskiy, Ungenskiy and 
Sholdaneshtskiy, which are not adhering to the schedules assigned to them and 
which have not shipped a single ton of Beets to the plants. 


One feature of this current year is the fact that the sugar beet processing 
enterprises are not commencing their season simultaneously as has been the 
case in the past, but rather they are doing so by turns in accordance with a 
specially prepared schedule. This derives from the need for enabling them to 
prepare for the season in a timely manner and for making it possible for the 
kolkhozes and sovkhozes to supply the sugar plants and combines with the 
required supplies of raw materials, thus eliminating the possibility of their 
standing idle. 


Nevertheless, the operations of some enterprises are being held up owing to 
the fact that the farms in their raw material zone have not as yet commenced 
their harvesting operations. For example, the Rybnitsa Sugar Combine should 
have commenced processing sugar beets yesterday. But it still does not have 
a 24 hour supply of raw materials and its technology calls for 3 days worth 
of it. 


The initial days of the harvest campaign have shown that all is not well with 


the equipment. In some areas the equipment is lying idle as a result of 
shortcomings in the repair of the haulm-harvesting and root harvesting machines. 
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The workers attached to mechanization associations and Goskomsel 'khoztekhnika 
are responsible for organizing efficient technical services for the beet 
harvesting complexes and transport facilities and priority supplying of the 
beet growing farms with spare parts, parts and units. 


“very attempt should be made to achieve around-the-clock and highly 
productive work by motor vehicles in transporting the sugar beets. This will 
be promoted to a considerable degree by the creation at the sugar plants and 
combines of groups for the centralized use of motor transport vehicles. The 
republic's railroad workers are confronted with great tasks. They must ensure 
that the beet growers and sugar refiners are provided with railroad freight 
cars in the required numbers and on a timely basis -- in this manner they will 
aid in achieving success in the carrying out of this important campaign. 


At the kolkhozes and sovkhozes, special attention must be given to those 
problems concerned with the quality of the harvest work and also to the quality 
of the products. On each farm, following the passage of the beet harvesting 
complexes, an additional gathering up of the roots should be organized. Not 
One beet should be left out on a field and the plowing of a tract from which a 
crop has been harvested should be carried out only after a special committee 
has accepted it on the basis of a report (and the acceptance of such areas must 
be carried out daily). 


Sugar beets are cultivated mainly in the republic's kolkhoz-cooperative sector. 
This imposes a special responsibility on the specialists of rayon kolkhoz 
councils. 


A republic competition has been organized among the beet growing rayons for 
carrying out the sugar beet harvesting work in a timely and high quality 
manner, transporting the beets from the fields and selling them to the state. 
The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Moldavia and the Council of 
Ministers of the Moldavian SSR have established a challenge red banner, 
diplomas and monetary awards for the winners of the competition. The rayon 
party committees and rayon executive committeesin the beet growing rayons have 
been enjoined to launch a competition among the mechanized brigades and 
detachments for the best use of equipment and outstanding quality in the work 
carried out. The results of the competition must be summarized weekly. 


The busy harvest season has commenced for the beet growers and sugar refiners. 
For the beet growers, it must be completed not later than 5 November. The 
party and soviet organs, the leaders of farms, enterprises of the sugar _ 
industry and transport and all partners in the APK /agroindustrial complex/ 
must undertake the measures required for ensuring that the crop is harvested 
in a timely manner and without losses, that the sugar beets are protected 

and processed and that a maximum yield of sugar is obtained from each hectare 
sown. 


7026 
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MAJOR CROP PROGRESS AND WEATHER REPORTING 


BRIEFS 


SUGAR BEET PRODUCTION PREPARATIONS--The machine operators have moved the 
harvesting equipment up to the initial boundaries of the beet plantations, 
which occupy an area of more than 100,000 hectares throughout the republic. 
They have commenced laying out the headlands and the inter-plot lanes of the 
fields, in the interest of ensuring highly productive use of the units 
commencing with the very first days of the potato digging work. Sites are also 
being prepared for shipping the roots and ensiling the haulm. Two hundred and 
seventy five mechanized detachments have been formed in behalf of the 
forthcoming busy harvest season. Their structure includes 840 beet harvesting 
combines and other machines. Approximately 7,500 skilled machine operators 
will join in the crop harvesting work and this will ensure double-shift 
operation of the equipment. This year the republic's farms must produce 3.5 
million tons of sugar_beets. /Text/ /Kishinev SOVZTSKAYA MOLDAVIYA in 
Russian 18 Aug 83 p 1/ 7026 


MOLDAVIAN SUGAR BccT PLAN--Kishinev--The initial hundreds of tons of finished 
products from the 1983 beet harvest have been delivered to the sugar plants of 
Moldavia. The opening of the new season was preceded by thorough preparations. 
The principal goal of such preparations was that of strengthening the "field- 
to-plant” network. As required in the recently adopted decree of the CPSU Cen- 
tral Committee and the USSR Council of Ministers entitled “Additional Measures for 
énsuring the Timely Harvesting, Procurement and Processing of the 1983 Sugar 
Beet Harvest," the plans call for closer collaboration between the beet 
growing farms and the processing enterprises and improvements in the 
maintenance of accounts between them. Based upon mutual obligations on the 
part of the collectives, the plans also call for not less than 40 quintals of 
sugar to be obtained from each hectare of beet plantation. In the process, 
considerable reliance is being placed upon the increasing potential of the 
branch. In particular, a considerable expansion has taken place at the plants 
in the number of raw material storage sites having forced ventilation, with 
these sites being supplied with additional equipment. Many new innovations 
have appeared in the departments and sectors of enterprises. This will make 

it possible to raise the daily beet processing capability by more than 4,000 
tons. Overall, during the course of a season, the plans call for approximately 
3 million tons of the sweet root to be processed in the republic and for the _ 
country to be supplied with more than 360,000 tons of sugar. /by A. Pasechnik/ 
/Text/' {Moscow S2ZL'SKAYA ZHIZN' in Russian 3 Sep 83 p 1/ 7026 


CSO: 1824/008 
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POST HARVEST CROP PROCESSING 


CITY WORKERS COME OUT TO AID IN MOSCOW AREA VEGETABLE HARVEST 
Moscow SOVETSKAYA ROSSIYA in Russian 11 Sep 83 p l 
[Article: “The Vegetable Conveyor"] 


[Text] The mass “subbotnik" [voluntary work day] for procuring potatoes and 
vegetables took place today at Moscow area farms. 


Employees of industrial enterprises and construction sites and university and 
tekhnikum students from Moscow and the capital oblast came to the aid of the 
countryside. More than 250,000 people, usually engaged in other spheres of 
production, became farmers today. And although since morning telegrams had 
been coming in to the headquarters of this "subbotnik": "Rain in Dmitrov," 
"Rain in Zagorsk,"” "Rain in Podolsk," everyone here at headquarters was in an 
optimistic mood. People went out to the fields and the work front was assured. 


The pulse of the “subbotnik" beat most intensely in one of the leading vege- 
table growing rayons, Dmitrovskiy Rayon. For here by joint contract the 
sponsoring enterprise and the farm determined responsibility for the term and 
quality of the harvest. At each sovkhoz potato fields were assigned to the 
sponsors and they were obligated not only to grow the tubers, but also to sort 
them out, send them for storage or to the trade network, and replow the fields. 


The mass harvest of potatoes and vegetables has begun in the Moscow area. 


12,424 
CSO: 1824/592 
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POST HARVEST CROP PROCESSING 


VEGETABLE STORAGE PROBLEMS IN WESTERN RSFSR 
Moscow SOVETSKAYA ROSSIYA in Russian 13 Sep 83 p 1 


[Article by B. Lazarev, V. Ovcharov, and V. Firsov, Novgorod, Cheboksary, and 
Tambov, under the rubric "Reporting from the Operation": "How To Store Vege- 
tables for the Winter" ] 


[Text] In order to completely satisfy the need of the population 
for vegetables and potatoes, it is necessary above all to insure 
preservation and high-grade processing. The editors again in- 
structed correspondents to visit fruit and vegetable enterprises 
and see how they are preparing for receiving and lay in of 
potatoes and vegetables for winter storage. 


And what If the Harvest Is an Outstanding One? 


For residents of Cheboksary the last winter turned out to be peaceful, so to 
speak. There were sufficient quantities of fresh and salted vegetables in the 
stores. There were enough potatoes, beets, carrots, and onions practically 
until the new harvest. A "gap" occurred only with cabbage -- supplies of it 
ran out in April. 


This summer turned out to be good for vegetable growing. And although areas of 
vegetable cultivation in the Chuvash ASSR were slightly reduced in comparison 
to last year, because of increased yield as many vegetables of all types as 
necessary are to be produced. 


"Today it is already evident," said B. I. Yegorov, chief of the Chuvash Fruit 
and Vegetable Association, "that we will overfulfill all plan assignments for 
winter procurement. Yield is excellent." 


"And what about cabbage?" 

"As far as cabbage is concerned, there are not enough storage areas for it. At 
best, we would need to lay in 3,000-3,500 tons. And we only have refrigeration 
capacity for 2,225 tons. And we need to store not only cabbage there, but 


apples and carrots too." 


So last year's story with cabbage won't be repeated? According to assurances 
of managers of the city fruit and vegetable enterprise and the association more 
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cabbage will be stored this year even with existing difficulties. It was de- 
cided to expand its laying-in directly at the farms -- partially in storage 
buildings which were recently put into operation and partially in storage pits 
warmed with straw. Such an initiative may be taken as a temporary solution. 
Nonetheless, it is apparent that the people in Cheboksary need new storage 
buildings with refrigeration equipment. 


In most other cases where we visited the main trouble was lack of storage areas. 
In Tambov Oblast, for example, a large number of organizations and departments 
are engaged in procuring potatoes, but capacities for their storage, if one 
judges by the plan, are satisfactory only at consumer cooperatives. The fruit 
and vegetable enterprise has only two-third of the storage area needed. Mean- 
while their newly constructed base, calculated for 12,000 tons, is equipped with 
only two 2,000-ton storage buildings. The ministry is not allocating resources 
for the others. 


"But even if they allocate them," complains V. S. Lokhin, chief of the associa- 
tion, "it will not be any easier for us. The territorial administration of 
construction promises to use only a part of the resources for its construction." 


We will note it appears that no one in the Tambov area can be criticized for lack 
of good intentions. 


"Every year we must bring 15-16 potato storage buildings into operation at the 
farms,'' says N. A. Rumyantsev, department chief of the administration of agri- 
culture of the oblispolkom. "When we fulfill the established assignments, che 
problem will be already completely solved in the present five-year plan." 


There is a fear, unfortunately, that it will not be taken off the agenda even 
in the next five-year plan: only 2-3 storage buildings a year are being put 
into operation, and the capacities at farms are only 23,500 tons instead of 
the required 75,000 tons! : 


Inadequate capacities at times appear where theoretically they should not be. 
As for example in Novgorod. You cannot buy either cabbage or beets in the 
stores there during the winter, from January to April and sometimes even later. 
Even more rare are sales of turnips, rutabagas, and radishes. There can even 
be problems with potatoes. Last year, for example, there were a lot of inter- 
ruptions in the sale of potatoes. 


"And how will it be this winter?" we were curious to find out from T. N. Popova, 
director of the Novgorod Fruit-Vegetable Wholesale-Retail Association. 


"It should be better," says Tamara Nikolayevna. "Our rural suppliers promise to 
fully guarantee plans for storage of potatoes and vegetables. Basically all 
capacities have been put in order. This year the situation with storage areas 
will be a little easer, but..." 


It would seem that the Novgorodians have enough storage areas and they can 


accept 19,000 tons. By existing norms (90 tons per 1,000 people) that is exact- 
ly what is needed. Nonetheless, these are so-called projected capacities. 
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In fact, only 14,000 tons may be stored in them. Many areas are filled with 
containers, passageways between them, and equipment for ventilation systems, 
cooling systems, and so forth. 


In the New Way, But Poorly 


It sometimes happens that new storage areas do not bring any improvement for 
practical purposes. In Tambov Oblast, for example, there were many complaints 
against GiproNIIsel'khoz [All-Union Planning and Scientific Research Institute 
for the Planning of Standard and Experimental Agricultural Production Centers 
and Establishments for Storing and Processing Grain] and TsNIIEPgrazhdansel'stroy 
[possibly Central Scientific Research and Planning Institute of Standard and 
Experimental Planning for Agricultural Construction] on this score: they often 
supply poor-quality designs. In Morshanskiy Rayon, for example, designers 
intended to erect a vegetable storage building with furnace heating. The 
potato storage building at the Put' Lenina Kolkhoz in Sosnovskiy Rayon does not 
have microclimate lines and, as witnessed by I. Sadovikov, chairman of the 
kolkhoz, tubers there spoil just as much as in trenches. At the Rossiya kol- 
khoz in the same rayon, loading and unloading of potatoes is not mechanized in 
the new 2,000-ton storage building and they are brought there in baskets. 


For the most part, the subject so far has been how the plans for laying in 

vegetables have provided for storage areas. Nonetheless, it is also worth find- 

ing out how well-substantiated they are, what figures they are based on. For 
example, the Novgorod Fruit-Vegetable organization should lay in 16,000 tons of 
vegetables and potatoes for winter storage this year. Is this enough to satis- 
fy all needs? 


"Of course, it is too little," says Popova. "Take cabbage. According to the 
plan we should lay in a thousand tons of it. And that means that by the end of 
December it will already be sold. The city needs to have two, or better three 
thousand tons of cabbage. The same thing with beets, which there are not 
enough of for the whole winter, and for onions too. The plan calls for 700 tons 
while the need is for 1,000." 


"Does this mean planning is based not on citizens' needs for potatoes and vege- 
tables, but on storage space?" 

"Apparently so," agreed Popova. "The oblispolkom could allot more output to us, 
but we are not able to accept it. There is nowhere to store it. New storage 
buildings must be built without delay. Next year we plan to begin building a 
cabbage storage building with a capacity of 1,800 tons. However, we are not 
confident it will be built quickly. Too little attention is being paid to us." 


It is not difficult to be convinced of the validity of what she said. The 
Novgorod base so far has no access railroad lines. Construction-installation 
train No 170 is constucting them but work is going slowly. There are no fences 
around the base. The oblast kolkhoz construction organization is supposed to 
put them up, but they have not begun. Why? There is no concrete. 


There is another problem we ran into in Cheboksary that is probably characteris- 
tic of a lot of cities in Russia. The problem of loading, unloading, and 
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transporting vegetables to stores. At the present time practically all load- 
ing and unloading work is done by hand. This reduces the coefficient of trans- 
port utilization, impedes prompt delivery of output to counters, and holds back 
introduction of progressive methods of storing vegetables. 


Of course, a lot could be done in the local areas also. Last year A. I. 
Zhuravlev, driver-efficiency worker at the Cheboksary City Fruit and Vegetable 
Enterprise, conclusively proved this. He replaced the traditional bed of one 
of the trucks with a bunker and conveyor. A fine means of transport for haul- 
ing and unloading potatoes resulted. Comfortable and productive. Let us 
pause in order to support a good idea, 


zkkk 


The news from the local areas, you see, is not too consoling. A number of cities 
have resigned themselves in advance to the idea that again this winter the vege- 
tables stores will not have enough of what exists and should be available. Even 
the plans do not always envision complete satisfaction of the population's 
needs for vegetables and potatoes. It seems that there can be no excuse for 
such planning. 


12,424 
CSO: 1824/592 
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LIVESTOCK FEED PROCUREMENT 


FEED PROCUREMENT GAINS NOTED; HARVESTING OPERATIONS EXAMINED 
Moscow SEL'SKAYA ZHIZN‘ in Russian 26 Aug 83 p l 


[Review article prepared by the USSR Ministry of Agriculture: "Fodder 
Resources" ] 


[Text] An Agricultural review--According to a report from 
the USSR TsSU [Central Statistical Administration], up to 
22 August, 66 million tons of hay, 62 million tons of 
haylage and 43 million tons of silage had been prepared 

in the country's kolkhozes and sovkhozes, and 9.5 million 
tons of grass meal and other artificially dehydrated 
fodders had been produced. Converted to feed units, 74.3 
million tons of fodder of all types have been prepared, 
12.8 million tons greater than at this time last year. 


Calculated per conventional head of cattle (not counting swine and poultry), 
in the union republics, the following quantities of fodders have been pre- 
pared (quintals of feed units): 


+ or -, compared 








Union Republic In all with 1982 
RSFSR 8.4 +1.4 
Ukraine 7.4 +1.0 
Belorussia 11.3 +1.8 
Uzbekistan 11.6 +1.2 
Kazakhstan 9.4 +2.5 
Georgia 6.3 +0.2 
Azerbaijan 10.7 +0.3 
Lithuania 13.8 +3.0 
Moldavia 6.8 -0.5 
Latvia 11.2 +1.7 
Kirghizia 8.1 +2.4 
Tadjikistan 10.2 +1.4 
Armenia 9.5 +0.8 
Turkmenia 8.1 - [no figure given] 
Estonia 12.8 +2.5 
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It is clear how much the kolkhozes and sovkhozes that started hay mowing on 
time, performed it in an organized manner and during the optimum time have 
gained. On such farms, higher quality fodders were prepared. Moreover, 
there were any number of possibilities for significantly supplementing stores 
of hay, haylage, grass meal and silage from second and subsequent mowings. 


The front of operations at silage "trenches" is expanding. Along with corn, 
crops of sunflowers, sorghum, Sudan grass, perennial and annual sown grasses, 
wastes from vegetable farming and field crop cultivation are widely used for 
ensilage. Here, as is the case with hay mowing, one should not let the best 
times for harvesting slip by. For corn, it is the end of the milky-waxy and 
waxy ripeness periods of the grain. The farms harvesting corn for silage 
during the milk-ripe stage do not get many nutritive substances. In experi- 
ments at the All-Union Scientific Research Institute of Corn, the total 
amount of dry matter from seeds of this crop harvested during the milk-ripe 
stage was 60.1 quintals, 54.6 quintals of feed units per hectare. During 
the waxy-ripe stage, these indicators increased to 96 and 90 quintals, 
respectively. And if the weather conditions permit corn to be left to ripen 
to the waxy-ripe stage, it is absolutely necessary to utilize this possi- 
bility for increasing crop yield, for increasing the nutritive value of corn 
Silage. However, in regions where the vegetative period is short, the corn 
must be harvested before the onset of light fall frosts. On plants damaged 
by frost, the leaves quickly dry up and fall off, and this results in great 
losses in fodder. 


The greatest yield of nutritive substances when storing silage of a vetch- 
pea-oat mixture is obtained when they are harvested during the grains’ waxy- 
ripe stage in the first two lowest layers of the beans, for lupine, it is 
during the stage when the small beans are shiny, and for soya it is during 
the stage when the lower beans are turning brown. The moisture content of 
these crops decreases to 60-65 percent as they ripen, which insures the best 
conditions for microbiological processes and for obtaining high quality 
silage. 


When the moisture content of the mass being ensilaged is 75 percent or 
greater, the liquid is abundantly releasei from the plants. Fermentation 
develops rapidly, losses in dry matter reach 20-25 percent and the silage 
produced is too acid. Many kolkhozes and sovkhozes add ground-up straw or 
husks (chaff) to such a mass in order to reduce the moisture content of the 
raw material being ensilaged and to normalize the microbiological processes 
and better utilize the wastes from the threshing floor. 


The Ali-Russian Scientific Research Institute and Planning and Technical 
Institute for Mechanization of Animal Husbandry has developed a portable 
device for mixing green fodders with large quantities of straw (up to 25 
percent). It consists of two dispenser bins made on the basis of the KTU-10 
feed distributer with electric drive and the TZB-30 compressed air conveyor. 
This type of device permits the green mass to be mixed uniformly with the 
straw, which insures good silage. 
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When corn is being ensilaged, it is important to grind up the plant properly. 
When the moisture content is up to 70 percent, the corn is ground up into 
bits 20-30 millimeters long and smaller. Even when the mass being ensilaged 
is well tamped down in the trenches, the liquid is not released at such a 
moisture content. When the moisture content is higher, it is ground into 
larger bits. Plants with moisture content greater than 70 percent are ground 
into bits 40-50 millimeters in size. If corn is harvested during the waxy- 
ripe stage, the plant is ground up together with the cob into particles 

5-15 millimeters in size. This type of corn is harvested by the self- 
propelled KSK-100 or E-281 fodder harvesting combine, having installed 12 
cutters on the cutting drum. 


When ensilaging corn during the milky-waxy ripeness stage, many farms use 
carbamide, bicarbonate of ammonia, ammonium sulfate, mono- and disubstituted 
ammonium phosphate and sodium sulfate to enrich the fodder with nitrogen, 
phosphorus and sulphur. The additives are mixed in water in a ratio 1:2 or 
1:3, and added to the mass being ensilaged. About 6 million tons of this 
type of enriched silage has been put up, or 16 percent of the total amount 
prepared. More than half of the silage has been put up with additives con- 
taining nitrogen on kolkhozes and sovkhozes of Azerbaijan, Tadjikistan and 
Estonia. The farms in Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Armenia and Turkmenia do not 
use this method at all. 


Machine builders remain deeply in debt to fodder production workers. As yet 
the industry does not produce equipment for adding powdered and liquid chem- 
ical additives when preserving fodders. All of this not only delays its 
more widespread application, but it does not permit accurate dispensing and 
reduces fodder quality as well. 


Ensilaging is one of the important periods during the preparation of fodders. 
The efficient use of fodder harvesting equipment, transport and other mate- 
rial and technical means and the broad application of the brigade subcontract 
should become the basis for the organization of silage preparation. 
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PREPARATIONS FOR WINTERING OF LIVESTOCK IN UKRAINIAN OBLASTS 
Kiev PRAVDA UKRAINY in Russian 23 Aug 83 p l 
[Article: "Prepare the Farms Today for Winter"] 


[Text] As statistical data on the state of livestock breeding attest, 
workers in this industry have achieved good results during the 7 months of 
this year. In comparison with the corresponding period of last year, 
realization from the slaughter of poultry, cattle and rabbits has increased 
by 95,500 tons, and the production of milk by 933,900 tons and eggs by 
359.7 million units. 


The increment, as we see, is perceptible. And the fact that the republic's 
farm workers enthusiastically and in business-like fashion adopted the deci- 
sions of the November (1982) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee and unani- 
mously supported the thoughts of communist A. F. Fedusenko, machine milking 
foreman from Dnepropetrovsk Oblast concerning the need for everyone to make 
a maximum contribution today in fulfilling the Food Plan, played a consid- 
erable role. Following the example of Antonina Fedotovna, many livestock 
breeders undertook increased quotas and developed an effective socialist 
competition for exemplary wintering of cattle in 1982-1983. The precise 
organization of affairs on a majority of farms, the competent, efficient 
utilization of fodder resources and high personal responsibility promoted 

an increase in milk yield and weight increments of animals and an increase 
in their weight condition. This served as a reliable basis for improving 
the productivity of the public herds during the summer period. 


It is the urgent task of animal breeders to strengthen and exceed the level 
which was achieved and not let it drop off during the forthcoming winter 
period. Maximum efforts of the regional agro-industrial associations, the 
local soviet and management units and specialists should be directed toward 
its successful realization. And here everything will depend to a decisive 
extent on how the kolkhozes and sovkhozes prepare themselves for the indoor 
period, how they will concern themselves about precise, smooth interaction 
of all links in the animal breeding industry. 


In all oblasts, month-long campaigns are now on-going to prepare for organi- 


zation of the wintering period for the public herds and seeing it through. 
They have addressed themselves to this matter seriously and thoughtfully in 
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Lvov Oblast. At a majority of the farms, repair of the animal breeding 
buildings is already being completed, they have been whitewashed and disin- 
fected, and now the machinery and equipment is being readied. 


Zhidachovskiy Rayon, where on all of the kolkhozes and sovkhozes, divisions 
of Sel'khoztekhnika and in the inter-kolkhoz agricultural organizations, 
they have set up special repair brigades, chosen diligent, honest people for 
them and provided them with the necessary amounts of materials, can serve 

as an example. Everywhere throughout the region, checks of the electric 
transmission lines, ventilation of boiler systems, and of water supply, 
sewage and heating for the buildings has been organized. Builders and equip- 
ment operators on the farms decided tc complete repair work on all the farms 
by 25 September, to re-outfit the 18 delivery areas and the same number of 
dispensaries for calves and 20 areas for cows standing dry. Thirteen stan- 
dard feed shops will be prepared for regular work. 


The comprehensive approach of the Zhidachov workers to the forthcoming period 
of responsibility merits attention and all manner of succession. They are 
working on a broad front to provide amenities on the farm, the construction 
of fences and approachways, and for outfitting feeding areas. By 1 Septem- 
ber, all animal breeders will be supplied with work clothing and the neces- 
sary inventory of equipment, and by 20 September, it is planned to examine 
and affirm the order for wages and payment of moral and material bonuses to 
the farm workers at sessions of the kolkhoz and sovkhoz directorates. 


Preparation for the indoor period is ongoing on a broad front on many farms 
in Donetsk and Voroshilovgrad Oblasts. Unfortunately, things have not been 
as well organized everywhere. It is already apparent now that for the ani- 
mal breeders of Odessa Oblast, the impending winter period will be diffi- 
cult. It would seem that it is necessary to prepare for it particularly 
attentively, to worry about the effective expenditure of feeds and warming 
the buildings ahead of time, to worry about establishing all of the condi- 
tions for work and recreation for each worker. And, what in fact emerges? 
On a majority of farms in Ivanovsk Rayon, let us say, repair of farms and 
equipment is being carried out extremely slowly. And this alarming situa- 
tion is not just here. 


Similar reports have also arrived from a number of other oblasts. All of 
these shortcomings are the direct result of the fact that the individual 
councils of RAPO [Rayon Agro-Industrial Association], the managers and spe- 
cialists of the regional agricultural administrations and farms and local 
soviet bodies have made the questions of preparing for the indoor period of 
secondary importance and have not provided the necessary monitoring for how 
these tasks are being carried out. They are permitting liberalism. And it 
is the direct duty of the rayon party committees and rural party organiza- 
tions to demand correction of the situation which has arisen without delay. 


The wintering period is always a serious test, and to pass it with honor, 
it is necessary to put the time remaining before converting to indoor cattle 
maintenance to maximum use. It is necessary to pay particular attention to 
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the actual condition of all buildings and equipment and to take all measures 
so that by 1 October total preparation of the buildings, equipment, feed 
kitchens and feed shops is completed. The Workers Commissions on Wintering 
Periods which have been set up on the farms are called upon to render in- 
valuable practical assistance in this matter. Their task is to analyze the 
state of affairs at each animal breeding unit, to carefully and objectively 
determine the avallability of fodders and the supplementary capacities for 
obtaining more, to determine available reserves of the different types of 
animals and to compile competent plans for utilizing these during the entire 
winter period, 


It is no less important to concern oneself with the organization of process- 
ing and preparation of fodders for feeding, to determine the demand for 
mineral feed supplements and for unavailable mechanized equipment. And, of 
course, it is necessary to achieve reliable supply of electric power, heat 
and water everywhere to the animal breeding industry, to insure the farm 
workers with veterinary medications, work clothing and work shoes. 


And is it not the direct duty of the working commissions to organize inspec- 
tion before bringing cattle in for the winter, to reject the low-productive 
livestock and stock unsuitable for reproduction. And, it stands to reason, 
the question of cadres requires the most constant attention, providing the 
right compliment of specialists for the farms and foremen for the mass pro- 
fessions for individual farms. It is necessary to support the organizational 
measures here with the most serious concern for the rank and file workers, 
about how to create for them a maximum of comforts for highly productive, 
creative work and normal leisure. 


Success in any manner is determined by the degree of conscientiousness, of 
initiative, of the highest responsibility and the level of organization of 
the people. The regional party committees and party organizations of the 
kolkhozes and sovkhozes should worry about precisely this every day now dur- 
ing this time of preparing for the wintering period. 
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HOG RAISING IN VOLGA REGION, RECOMMENDATIONS FOR INCREASING PRODUCTION 
Saratov STEPNYYE PROSTORY in Russian No 1, Jan 83 pp 8-11 


[Article by A. P. Yershova, candidate of economic sciences, and Ye. G. 
Zinov'yeva, Institute of Socioeconomic Problems of Development of the Agro- 
industrial Complex of the USSR Academy of Sciences: "The Efficiency of 
Intensifying Hog Raising"] 


[Text] The Food Program passed by the May 1982 Plenum of the CPSU Central Com- 
mittee established specific tasks for developing the agroindustrial complex and 
production of basic types of foodstuffs. Thus, the average annual production 
of meat in the country in the llth Five-Year Plan should amount to 17.0-17.5 
million tons, or increase by 15-18 percent compared to the 10th Five-Year Plan, 
and in 1985 reach 18.2 million tons. Even greater tasks have been established 
for the 12th Five-Year Plan. 


Pork occupies one of the most important places in the overall volume of meat 
production. And this is fully justified since fertility, early maturity, and 
a high yield of products of slaughter are characteristic of this sector, which 
makes it possible to obtain a great deal of output with economical expenditure 
of feeds, labor, and monetary-material resources. In addition, meat and fat 
from hogs are distinguished by high flavor and food values. Up to 95 percent 
of the meat is digestible, and up to 98 percent of the fat. Hog meat is 
extremely high in proteins, containing all irreplaceable amino acids, mineral 
substances, and B complex vitamins. 


In the past decade production of all types of meat has increased significantly 
in the Volga region, as is seen from the figures in Table 1 below. In the 10th 


Table 1. Dynamics of Average Annual Production of Meat and Its 
Structure at All Categories of Farms in the Volga Region (%) 








Type of Meat 1976-1980 as % of: Structure of Meat Production 
1966-1970 | 1971-1975 1966-1970 |1971-1975 | 1976-1980 
Meat, total 122.8 104.5. 100 100 100 
Included in Above 
Beef and Veal 127.2 112.9 46.5 44.5 48.2 
Pork 120.8 95.3 31.4 33.9 30.9 
Mutton and Goat 77.3 80.8 12.8 10.5 8.1 
Poultry 184.4 127.6 7.8 9.6 11.8 
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Five-Year Plan production of all kinds of meat increased by 23 percent as com- 
pared to the 8th Five-Year Plan and 4.5 percent as compared to the 9th Five- 
Year Plan. Production of beef and veal -- the leading branch of livestock 
production in the region -- increased faster than anticipated; poultry produc- 
tion has sharply increased with corresponding figures of 84 and 28 percent. 
Production of mutton and goat meat decreased significantly in the 10th Five- 
Year Plan in comparison with the previous one (19.2 percent), as did pork 

(4.7 percent). The proportion of pork in the structure of meat decreased from 
34 to 31 percent. 


According to findings of the All-Union Scientific Research Institute of Meat 
Industry, which summarized the practices of many years of meat combine work, 
it is necessary to have 25-30 percent pork in all meat that is to be processed 
in order to fulfill the plan for producing sausages, smoked meats, and canned 
meats. . Since approximately 70 percent of the pork is processed and 30 percent 
is sold fresh, one may assume that the minimum proportion of pork in meat pro- 
duction should be 36-40 percent. And even though most oblasts and republics of 
the Volga region, especially those located in forest-steppe and chernozem- 
steppe zones, have very favorable natural and economic conditions for develop- 
ment of this sector, in recent years a tendency toward reduction of pork pro- 
duction has been observed. 


Thus, average annual production of pork in the 10th Five-Year Plan increased 
only in the Bashkir ASSR (by nine percent) and in Kuybyshev Oblast (four per- 
cent) as compared to the 9th Five-Year Plan. Production of pork decreased sig- 
nificantly in Volgograd (14 percent) and Astrakhan (18 percent) oblasts and in 
the Kalmyk ASSR (25 percent). 


Hog epidemics cause major losses; daily weight gains and production of meat per 
hectare of forage area and per head of parent stock remain low; specific expen- 
ditures of labor and feed, and consequently the prime cost of output, are not 
being reduced. The prime cost of hog weight gain increased 46-80 percent in 
1980 as compared to 1970 at Volga region kolkhozes and sovkhozes. In most of 
the region's farms, production of pork remained’ unprofitable despite a signifi- 
cant increase in state purchase prices; enormous capital investments for 
building large state complexes paid for themselves slowly. Reduction in quan- 
tity and quality of meat at the procurement, transportation, shipping, and 
storage stages is permitted. Such a situation is explained by the lack of pro- 
portionality in developing sectors of the meat complex, and in addition by the 
lack of an interrelated system of material incentive for all participants in 
the reproduction process to achieve the maximum final results. 


Further growth in ptoduction and increase in quality and economic efficiency of 
hog production depend to a large extent on industrialization of the sector on 
the basis of scientific-technical progress and conversion to industrial methods. 


The Volga region has accumulated certain expertise in efficient production of 
pork at large specialized farms and state industrial-type complexes. Thus, in 
1979-1981 hog-producing complexes in Kuybyshev Oblast averaged 23,800 tons of 
live hogs sold to the state each year, which was 53.0 percent of the total pork 
production at kolkhozes and sovkhozes. 





Production-economic indicators on hog production are significantly higher for 
complexes than for ordinary farms, as Table 2 below shows. 


Table 2. Economic Efficiency of Hog Raising at Complexes in 
Kuybyshev Oblast (average for 1979-1981) 











Indicators Sovkhozes Kolkhozes 
O 
f That, Complexes Of That, 
Total Average | Alekseyev-| Total Sovet Kolkhoz* 
skiy* 

Number of Hogs on 1 

Jan 1982, thousands | 426.2 167.4 87.0 176.6 18.0 
Weight Gain, thousands] 373. 201.9 117.3 119.3 18.0 


of quintals 


Average Weight of Hog | 107 116 117 101 115 
Sold to State, kg 


Average Daily Weight 410 491 562 309 467 
Gain on Raising and 
Fattening, g 


Expenditures per Quin- 
tal of Weight Gain: 





Feed, quintals 7.8 5.8 4.7 11.0 6.5 
Labor, worker-days| 14.5 6.6 4.8 39.0 13.1 
Prime Cost of Quintal | 165.1 117.1 112.8 215.4 140.2 
of Weight Gain, rubles 
Profitiablity Level,Z% 3.1 26.5 30.6 -18.5 36.3 


* For 1980-1981 




















A whole series of interrelated factors determines the level of efficiency of 
hog raising. In most cases these factors depend on maximum realization of the 
biological possibilities of the animals and on better payback of expenditures 
for production of output. The level of utilization of the potential of the 
animals is expressed by daily weight gain during raising and fattening and 
production of meat per head of parent stock. 


Intensive management of the sector is characteristic of industrial complexes. 
This is achieved through the introduction of progressive methods of care and 
feeding of the animals, improvement of existing breeds and introduction of new 
ones, wide use of industrial hybridization, intensive utilization of primary 
and one-time brood sows, and so forth. All efficiency factors are higher at 

the complexes. Labor expenditures per quintal of pork are reduced by 2-3 times, 
feed expenditures by 26-40 percent, and prime cost of weight gain by 32-45 
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percent. The level of profitability of production is 26-36 percent, while the 
same indicator averaged 3.1 percent at oblast sovkhozes and production at the 
kolkhozes was unprofitable (-18.5 percent). 


At the same time the level of concentration of the sector differs significantly 
by oblasts and republics of the Volga region. Production of pork per sovkhoz 

of the Svinoprom [All-Russian Association for Production of Pork on an Indus- 
trial Basis] trusts on the average in 1978-1980 fluctuated from 4,000 to 

20,600 quintals by oblasts and autonomous republics, and from 32.0 to 106.2 
quintals per 100 hectares of plowed fields. The level of specialization is 
highest at sovkhozes of the Kuybyshev and Ulyanov Svinoprom trusts; trust 
sovkhozes there produce 41-64 percent of the total volume of pork in the public 
sector. Svinoprom trust sovkhozes in Penza Oblast produced more than one- 
quarter of the pork. The role of specialized trusts in total production of pork 
in the other oblasts and autonomous republics is insignificant. For example, 
sovkhozes of the Saratov Oblast Svinoprom Trust produced only 9.7 percent of the 
volume of pork in the public sector. Meanwhile, economic efficiency indicators 
of pork production are higher in trust sovkhozes with a higher concentration of 
the sector, as is apparent from the figures cited in Table 3 below. 


Table 3. The Economic Efficiency of Hog Raising At Sovkhozes 
of the Svinoprom Trusts of the Oblasts and ASSR's of the Volga 
Region (averages for 1978-1980) 








Oblasts and|Average Daily} Pork Produc-| Expenditures per|Prime Cost} Profitability 
ASSR's Gain, Hogs tion per Quintal of Gain jof Quintal]of Meat Pro- 
es je ea 
Kuybyshev 367 18.4 7.0 11.1 132.2 +12.7 
Ulyanov 240 11.9 8.6 18.4 167.4 -3.4 
Tatar 276 15.9 8.2 16.9 164.4 -6.0 
Bashkir 203 12.0 10.4 24.4 198.6 +2.6 
Penza 180 11.2 10.7 30.1 259.3 -27.1 
Volgograd 224 11.5 10.1 22.6 166.8 -18.6 
Saratov 150 6.7 12.3 32.2 250.6 -37.0 























The main shortcomings of management of the sector at kolkhozes and sovkhozes of 
the Volga region are low daily weight gains in raising and fattening hogs and 
non-intensive use of parent stock. The main reasons for low productivity are 
weak or unstable feed base and unbalanced diet in terms of nutrients, which leads 
to overexpenditures of feed per unit of output. Thus, the actual expenditures 

of feed per quintal of pork at trust sovkhozes’ fluctuated from 7.0 to 12.3 
quintals of feed units. 





As findings from science and progressive practice show, under optimum conditions 
of feeding a hog reaches 100-110 kilograms of live weight at the age of 6.5-7 
months with daily weight gains of 550-600 grams and expenditures of 5.5-6.0 feed 
units per kilogram of weight gain. 


Our calculations showed that Svinoprom trust sovkhozes in Saratov Oblast could 
obtain an additional 8,600 tons of pork through efficient use of existing feeds, 
while Penza Oblast could obtain 8,700 tons more and Volgograd Oblast 6,600 tons. 


General patterns in the development of hog raising are conversion to an indus- 
trial basis and concentration at large specialized farms where optimum condi- 
tions for the introduction of progressive technology, rational feeding, and 
mechanization and automation of production processes are taking shape. Concen- 
tration of hog raising and fattening on the basis of interfarm cooperation 
demonstrates high economic efficiency. For example, the Kolkhoz imeni XVIII 
Parts"yezda in Yershovskiy Rayon of Saratov Oblast, on whose basis a rayon as- 
sociation for fattentng and raising cattle and hogs was formed, in 1980 sold 
16,000 hogs with an average delivered weight of 113 kilograms to the state. 
Daily weight gain was 344 grams and the prime cost per quintal of weight gain 
was 118 rubles. The Lebedevskiy Sovkhoz in Engelsskiy Rayon on the average in 
1978-1980 sold 2,707 tons of pork to the state with an average live weight of 
120 kilograms, an average daily weight gain of 433 grams, and a prime cost per 
quintal of weight gain of 123 rubles. 


In Penza Oblast six hog-fattening bases which function under interfarm coopera- 
tion, for each year of the 10th Five-Year Plan on the average, obtained a total 
weight gain of 10,309 tons, with a daily weight gain of 346 grams and a prime 
cost per quintal of weight gain of 114.9 rubles. Each year 133,500 tons of 
hogs with an average delivered wieght of 107 kilograms were sold to the state. 


The efficiency of concentrating hog raising is also confirmed by the grouping 

of Saratov and Penza oblast sovkhozes by herd size. With an increase from 700 
to 9,000-12,000 head at a single farm, the prime cost of meat is reduced by 
38-48 percent, labor expenditures per quintal of weight gain by 1.7-3.4 times, 
and feed expenses by 20-38 percent. Nonetheless, pork production remains 
unprofitable even with this herd size. This is the result primarily of the 
high cost of weight gain. Grouping sovkhozes of the Penza Svinoprom Association 
has shown that by reducing the prime cost of a quintal of weight gain from 340.9 
to 176.8 rubles the level of loss for pork is reduced from -36.0 to -2.1 percent; 
in this case specific feed expenditures decreased by 1.5 times and labor expen- 
ditures by more than two times. 


Analysis of the structure of the prime cost in its turn shows that expenditures 
for feed and payment of labor make up the largest part. They determine about 
70 percent of the change in prime cost of weight gain, including more than 60 
percent for expenditures of feed. 


Of the total volume of feed 85-90 percent (converted into feed units) in the hog 
diet comes in concentrated form which should be used as full-value mixed feed, 
including protein and vitamin supplements and premixes. Up to now, nonetheless, 
they make up 29.6 percent of the diet of animal mixed feeds at kolkhozes and 
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sovkhozes of the Volga region, which is 55 percent less than the recommended 
norm. Cansequently increasing production of mixed feed at state and interfarm 
enterprises and at kolkhozes and sovkhozes is an important path toward inten- 
sifying the sector. 


& necessary condition for raising the efficiency of hog raising is increasing 
production of labor, one of the most important factors of which is mechaniza- 
tion of the basic production processes. The level of mechanization in the Volga 
region has risen significantly in the last decade. For example, water supply 
was 97-98 percent mechanized at kolkhozes and sovkhozes in 1980, while the 
figure for feed distribution was 61-76 percent and 96-93 percent for clean-up 
and removal of manure. The level of mechanization of all production processes 
rose to 58-74 percent by 1980. 


It must be said that this indicator is far from adequate. A great deal of work 
on further mechanization of all production processes remains. In light of this 
special consideration must be given to reconstruction, modernization, and full 

mechanization of existing livestock units at nonspecializing kolkhozes and sov- 
khozes, which make up a large proportion of the production and purchase of meat. 


The broad experience of Estonia and certain farms in the Volga region shows that 
hog raising may be efficiently developed at existing livestock units also if 
they are adapted to present-day requirements. For example, in Estonia registra- 
tion of livestock units was conducted at all farms, aud the ones with good 
prospects for renovation were selected. Whereever there were not enough build- 
ings to compete the cycle of production, they were tuilt. Many small livestock 
units were combined. Quite a number of economical concepts were used in recon- 
struction, which made it possible to consolidate hogsheds significantly, and on 
this basis to increase meat production 1.5-2 times. 


It must be kept in mind that line production technology is taken into account in 
determining the size of hog raising units. This technology makes it possible to 
use production areas most fully, has a significant impact on economizing 
resources for capital construction, and creates conditions for intensive utili- 
zation of brood sows and uniform employment of the work force during the year. 
As research shows, the minimum sale of output to insure continuity at a live- 
stock unit with a complete production cycle is not less than 6,000 quintals of 
pork a year. Nonetheless, at the present time more than 50 percent of all farms 
in the Volga region have small herds. For example, in Saratov and Penza oblasts 
the herd size per farm at 57 percent of the total number of sovkhozes was /00 
hogs in 1980, while only 16 percent of the farms had more than 9,000 head. 


Calculating that at non-specializing farms resources do not always make it pos- 
sible to have efficient sizes of livestock units with complete turnover of the 
herd, line production may be organized through interfarm cooperation. 


Comprehensive resolution of all the issues touched on above will make it possible 
to increase meat production and raise the effieiency of the sector. 


COPYRIGHT: "Stepnyye prostory", No 1, 1983 
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UTILIZING PRODUCTION POTENTIAL OF MOLDAVIAN POULTRY INDUSTRY 
Kishinev SOVETSKAYA MOLDAVIYA in Russian 1 Sep 83 p 2 


[Article by V. Kotsofan, deputy chief of the agriculture division of the 
People's Control Committee of the Moldavian SSR, candidate of economic 
sciences: "Reserves of Poultry Raising" ] 


[Text] Last year, workers of enterprises of the Moldptitseprom scientific 
production association produced 33,000 tons of poultry meat, which is almost 
three times as much as at the beginning of the Tenth Five-Year Plan, and the 
proportion of it in the overall voiume of all kinds of meat obtained in 
the public sector amounted to 12 percent. 


The branch has been further developed this year. The semi-annual plan 
for the sale of poultry meat to the state was fulfilled by 112 percent: 
they procured 22 percent more than they did during the corresponding period 
of last year. 


The high growth rates were achieved because of the purposive work for con- 
centration, specialization and transfer of the branch to an industrial 
basis, and also the introduction of new capacities. Now the main role 
in the production of poultry meat (two-thirds of it) is played by the so- 
called broiler industry. 


By the end of the current Five-Year Plan, the production of poultry meat 
in the association should amount to almost 50,000 tons, and by the end 
of the next Five-Year Plan--100,000 tons. 


It is quite understandable that the most important thing for workers of 
the branch is effectively utilizing the industrial potential that has al- 
ready been created and bringing the enterprises up to the planned capaci- 
ties on time in order to obtain a return from the invested funds more rapid- 
ly. Yet, the existing capacities for intensification of industrial poultry 
meat raising are far from being fully utilizied. 
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The productivity of poultry is low at many enterprises, it is not protected 
properly and there is a considerable over-expenditure of feeds. In terms 
of these important indicators, the poultry farms of the Moldptitseprom 
scientific production association fall below the average union indicators, 
and they are far behind the leading poultry associations. During two years 
of the current Five-Year Plan, while the plan for the sale of meat to the 
state was fulfilled in the association as a whole, a number of enterprises 
failed to produce 2,600 tons. For a long time, the Kishinev broiler farm 
did not reach the planned parameters for its work, and last year it failed 
to produce about 1000 tons of meat, and the same is true of the Rybnitskaya 
and Talmazskaya broiler farms... 


The country's broiler industry now has the highly productive specialized 
cross Broyler 6, whose young meet world standards in meat productivity 
and are capable of gaining up to 30-35 grams a day with expenditures of 
2.3 feed units per kilogram of weight gain. But the genetic possibilities 
of poultry meat are being utilized extremely poorly at enterprises of the 
association. True, in recent years the productivity of broilers has in- 
creased somewhat. Last year, the plan for obtaining average daily weight 
gain was fulfilled, but nonetheless it remains very low: it amounted to 
only 16.7 grams. And the plan for obtaining average daily weight gain 
of duck was not fulfilled. As a result of this alone they failed to pro- 
duce 856 tons of duck meat. 


In the indicators of productivity of poultry meat, the sharp contrast among 
the enterprises stands out. The average daily weight gain of broilers 
ranges from 12 to 20 grams, and duck--from 11 to 28 grams. Last year in 
the Moldptitseprom scientific production association as a whole the average 
weight of one broiler amounted to 1.211 grams, which is less than on other 
poultry enterprises of the country. 


What impedes better utilization of the genetic possibilities of meat poul- 
try? Why do enterprises which generally have the same conditions have 
such differences in the productivity of broilers? This is explained primar- 
ily by the different quality of labor that is invested by collectives of 
poultry raising enterprises. And this is’ reflected in violations of the 
requirements of technology, poor orginization of zootechnical and veteri- 
nary-sanitary work, and poor labor discipline. 


The poultry farms fail to obtain a considerable quantity of meat because 
the poultry are kept too long during raising, the time periods for fatten- 
ing are prolonged, and the facilities that are released are prepared slowly 
for receiving a new batch of young. The existence of large reserves is 
shown by the work of the Talmazskaya poultry farm. Here when raising broil- 
ers for meat in facilities with cages last year they obtained only four 
groups of poultry, instead of 5.2, and with outdoor maintenance these fig- 
ures were 4.2 and 4.6, respectively. Because of this the enterprises 
failed to obtain a considerable quantity of meat. 
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The removal of poultry causes no small amount of harm. Products are lost, 
the utilization of production capacities deteriorate, and feed and labor 
are expended uselessly. 


Serious concern should be aroused by the poor effectiveness of the utiliza- 
tion of feed resources. In spite of the fact that in recent years there 
has been a tendency toward reducing the expenditure of feed per unit of 
products produced, it still remains high. True, the plan with respect 
to this indicator was fulfilled last year in the Moldptitseprom scientific 
production association as a whole. But the Kotovskoye and Timushskoye 
enterprises expended seven-nine quintals of feed on raising broilers per 
quintal of product, and the Valulluy-Vodskaya, Voznesenskaya and 
Dubossarskaya--nine-thirteen quintals on raising ducks. The expenditure 
of forage on production of poultry meat in poultry incubator stations is 
twice the norm. On the whole enterprises of the association expended about 
8,000 tons of mixed feeds in excess of the plan, which is enough to raise 
2,000 additional tons of meat. 


At many enterprises effective utilization of feeds has not been the main 
criterion for evaluating the activity of personnel and all other workers 
in poultry production. Accounting for and storing feed resources have 
been organized unsatisfactorily. In a number of cases the operators and 
even the manager of the shops obtained feed not according to the limit 
and weight, as it should be, but from external appearances. 


There are considerable losses of forage when it is loaded from the cars, 
when it is transported, when the bunkers are filled and also as a result 
of feeders that are in disrepair. 


The existence of large reserves for reducing the expenditure of feeds is 
shown by the results of the work of a number of enterprises of the asso- 
Ciation. The collective of the Rybnitskaya broiler poultry farm last year 
achieved the lowest expenditure of feeds per quintal of weight gain of 
broilers of the branch--3.67 quintals of feed units. The savings as com- 
pared to the plan for the enterprise amounted to about 600 tons of forage. 
And the best operators expended even less--3.2-3.3 quintals. If these 
indicators had been achieved in all of the poultry yards of the poultry fac- 
tory, in a year it would have been possible to have saved more than 2000 

tons of mixed feeds valued at 380,000 rubles. 


The development of meat poultry raising depends not only on the collective 
of the poultry raising enterprises, but also on their partners who are 
called upon to provide the branch with feeds, equipment, electric energy 
and zooveterinary preparations, and also on the work of enterprises of 
the meat industry and construction organizations. 
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Continuous supply of poultry farms with high-quality mixed feeds in the 
necessary assortment is becoming exceptionally important. Frequently poul- 
try enterprises are forced to complete processing in their mixed feeds 
shops of mixed feeds that are received from mixed feed enterprises in order 
to improve their nutritive valve through adding vitamins, trace elements, 
proteins and other supplements. Large amounts of additional money are 
spent on this. Thus, the Kishinev broiler poultry farm last year spent 
about 400,000 rubles on this so-called completion of the processing of 
mixed feeds. While tne provision of the adult poultry with mixed feeds 
amounted to 150  ercent of the need, for the yuung it amounted to only 
67 percent. Therefore they were forced to feed the young poultry mixed 
feeds that were intended for laying hens,’ which led to a reduction of the 
weight gain and to diseases of the poultry. This situation exists at other 
poultry farms as well. 


The organization of the receipt of poultry by the meat combines needs radi- 
cal improvement, since because of this technology is violated at the poul- 
try farms themselves, the poultry are kept too long, feeds are expended 
inefficiently, and the utilization of production capacities is not as good. 


It is possible to take advantage of all the reserves of poultry meat produc- 
tion if the economic activity is improved primarily at the poultry enter- 


prises themselves, production discipline is strengthened, and the responsi- 
bility of personnel for the part of the work entrusted to them is increased. 
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LIVESTOCK 


IMPR(VEMENT IN VETERINARY SERVICE, DISEASE CONTROL FOR POULTRY ASKED 
Moscow SEL'SKAYA ZHIZN' in Russian 2 Sep 83 p 2 


[Article by I. Selivanov, Correspondent for SEL'SKAYA ZHIZN', Leningrad 
Oblast: "...and They Closed the Laboratory"] 


[Text] In the pine forest in the suburbs of Lomonosov, the buildings for 
the All-Union Scientific Research Veterinary Institute of Poultry Raising 
(VNIVIP) sprang up. The state allocated considerable resources for construc- 
tion of the new scientific center. And not without purpose: for the role 
of the veterinary service in industrial poultry raising is exceptionally 
great. With the creation of large poultry farms and the concentration of 
the industry, the danger of diseases which might inflict great economic 
losses increases. So that this might not happen, veterinary services are 
provided at each such enterprise, quarantine measures are taken and dozens 
of people are engaged in preventive treatment of the fowl population every 
day. The scientists have been called upon to equip personnel with modern 
methods for combating poultry diseases. In this comparatively new and 
rapidly developing sector of agriculture, the demand for progressive scien- 
tific developments and recommendations is great. And their economic effec- 
tiveness is correspondingly high. 


Here are just certain data from reports of the institute's operations. The 
use of a dry-virus vaccine from a VNIVIP strain against ornithologic laryn- 
gotrucheitis permitted the labor productivity of veterinary workers to be 
increased by a factor of 60 in the immunization of chicks, and the annual 
economic savings exceeded R10 million. About R7 million in savings was pro- 
duced by using the prophylactic compound "Khimkoktsid-7" on the farms in 
Leningrad and Stavropol Oblasts and Stavropol Kray. Sanitary conditions 

for the poultry population on breeding sovkhozes of Leningrad Oblast and 
many farms of Belorussian and Latvia were improved. One may cite many such 
examples. 


Moreover, the accumulated arsenal of [medicinal] compounds, the development 
of new means for controlling diseases in poultry, requires them to be used 
with particular efficiency, economy and effectiveness, improvement in record 
keeping and accounting and betterment of the entire system of veterinary 
management in poultry farming. At the start of last year, a letter was pub- 
lished in the newspaper SEL'SKAYA ZHIZN' under the heading "With One Stroke 
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of the Pen," which told about the system of automated processing of veteri- 


nary information (SAOVI) established at the Institute's Laboratory of Eco- 
nomics, Mathematical Methods and Computer Technology, and the first pusitive 
results of its application were reported. But along with this, alarm was 
expressed for the subsequent fate of this scientific subject, which the USSR 
Ptitsaprom [Administration of the Poultry Farming Industry (Ministry of Agri- 
culture)] suddenly acknowledged not to be critical, in spite of a decision 

it itself made concerning its broad incorporation. 


"With unusual lightness, with one stroke of the pen, it was proposed, in 
essence to close the Institute of Mathematical Methods," the author of the 
letter, senior programmer-engineer T. Ivanova noted bitterly. "The insti- 
tute itself could have defended our laboratory. Unfortunately, here, too, 
they considered that our laboratory was small and that a full work load was 
beyond its capabilities." These fears were confirmed. They actually elimi- 
nated the laboratory, retaining in the Department of Epizootology only a 
smal] group for implementing SAOVI. Works for improving management of 
veterinary service and planning and research on the application of economic- 
mathematic methods and computers was excluded from the institute's plan. 

In general, such conditious were created that the few remaining colleagues 
of the group for implementation of SAOVI, having lost patience, are intend- 
ing to quit themselves. 


"Having eliminated the laboratory, they have practically fired us. They 
have deprived us of the possibility of working on the most important prob- 
lems," its supervisor, senior scientific associate of the institute M. M. 
Bruk believes. "And among these problems are the improvement of planning 
in veterinary service, optimization of scientific research in this area and 
putting the system for automated processing of veterinary information on 

an aJl-union level." 


Now «ll that is left is to dream of fulfilling these goals. As it is, the 
smal] forces of the laboratory have become even more uncoordinated. The 
institute's department for incorporation might aid the scientists, but in 
recent times its business contacts with the mathematicians have fallen off 
to nothing. In the department it is believed that their studies are gen- 
erally unsuited to practical application. In this same spirit, the offi- 
cial response of USSR Ptitsaprom to the letter nublished in the newspaper 
is also self-restrained. 


"How can it be that they are unsuited?" stated with amazement Yu. A. Prusov, 
director of "Sinyavskiy," the largest poultry complex in the country, on 
learning that the laboratory had been disbanded. "It is really difficult 

to overrate the help of the scientists. Here all veterinary measures are 
planned on the basis of the scientists’ developments." 


"Dur ng the 3 years of collaboration with the laboratory, we have become 
convinced of the high effectiveness of the methods it proposed," believes 
G. B. Petelin, chief economist of the Neva’Poultry Plant. ‘Mathematical 
modeling on the basis of precise veterinary records permitted us to incor- 
porate optimum variants of equipment in the production shops. As a result, 
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the product yield increased and the annual economic savings at the poultry 
plant from incorporating these recommendations exceeded R200,000. And 4.5 
million additional eggs were produced." 


Positive replies concerning the work of thé mathematicians of VNIVIP also 
came in from Latvia and Moldavia. The council for the organization and 
economic policy of veterinary matters affiliated with VASKhNIL [All-Union 
Order of Lenin Academy of Agricultural Sciences imeni V. I. Lenin] approved 
their research and recommended that it be continued. And in the VNIVIP it- 
self, the opinion is essentially identical: without the software, it is 
extremely difficult to continue further research. The matter does not 
properly concern the Laboratory of Mathematical Methods. The subject is 
improvement of the methodology of scientific operations, the application 

of mathematical modeling within the institute's research process. And this 
institute is the leader in its field. 


"It is as if they have tied our hands," says S. V. Nikolayev, deputy chief 

of the Department of Epizootology irately. "The development of a long-term 
program for combatting particularly dangerous infectious diseases in poultry 
is in danger of being broken off because of a lack of programmer-engineers." 
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AGRO-ECONOMICS AND ORGANIZATION 


PUBLIC RESPONSE TO ITEM ON PRIVATE PLOT EQUIPMENT PROBLEMS 
Moscow TRUD in Russian 26 Jun 83 p 2 


/article by Vladimir Sitnikov: "Once Again About the Hunchback Horse"; re- 
ference item was published in JPRS 83274, No 1378, 15 Apr 83. Article by V. 
Sitnikov "A Hunchback Horse for the Farmyard"/ 


On 29 January of this year our newspaper published the ar- 
ticle "A Hunchback Horse at the Farmyard." Its author, 
writer Vladimir Sitnikov, raised certain problems concern- 
ing the development of private subsidiary farming, primar- 
ily the facilitation of labor on the private field. This 
subject disturbed many readers. The editorial board, the 
author of this article and Yakov Alekseyevich Kopanev, de- 
veloper of the homemade minitractor, which the writer dis- 
cussed, received more than 500 letters from all the corners 
of the country. What disturbs readers? 


Yakov Alekseyevich Kopanev telephoned me in a panic: 
"What shall we do? Everyone is requesting sketches." 


In order to make 300 sketches (this is precisely the number of the requests 
received), we had to open our own sketch shop, which, of course, was impossi- 
ble. We decided to resort to the help of organizations, which could provide 
assistance. In the Kirovsk Central Technical Information Office I was told 
that, on the one hand, this was their business and, on the other, was not. 
Moreover, I was a private individual. If some plant or organization had re- 
quested to reproduce the sketch... I went to the scientific and technical 
society of agriculture. It is closer to the rural arca. It turned out that 
the miniature tractor was not part of its specialization, although it was in- 
terested in inventions and even announced a contest for the best device facil- 
itating labor in gardens and orchards. I had no other place to turn to. 


Yakov Alekseyevich and I had to apologize to all those wishing to receive 
sketches, at the same time, acknowledging our helplessness. 


How many interesting, topical thoughts and observations are contained in many 


letters! Almost all the readers approve the active development of private 
subsidiary farming. 
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"The private farmyard," writes disabled veteran Aleksandr Nikolayevich Zay- 
tsev from the settlement of Verkhoshizhem'ye in Kirov Oblast, "diverts people 
from bad temptations, filling their leisure with useful activities. I have 

an acquaintance--Fedor Petrovich Blinov--who is a pensioner. He is a retired 
officer. His vision has become weak, but he continues to work in the garden 
and together with his wife keeps a cow, a hogling, rabbits and chickens. They 
sell vegetables, milk and meat to the state. How can one not praise such peo- 
ple and not rejoice at their industry." 


However, favorable conditions for engaging in private subsidiary farming are 
not created everywhere. "At times this happens," writes M. Lopatin from the 
Kadaya settlement in Chita Oblast, "because local authorities are not con- 
cerned with providing private livestock owners with hayfields. However, there 
are big opportunities for livestock keeping. For example, we have vast ex- 
panses of uncultivated land. How much grass is lost!" 


I believe that we should listen to the opinion of war and labor veteran Maksim 
Andreyevich Lopatin, especially as, by the admission of Nikolay Vasil'yevich 
Bushuyev, a resident of the same places, markets are not particularly rich 
here and the assortment of agricultural products in stores does not make peo- 


ple happy. 


I would like to continue the thought of Aleksandr Nikolayevich Zaytsev on the 
benefit of work on the private plot and, in general, of agricultural work for 
the future generation of peasants, who are still in school. What a beneficial 
effect on children has the help they give within their powers to their par- 
ents! The lad gives hay to the cow, brings swill and cleans the shed. This 
is both beneficial and brings him in contact with labor. 


How to facilitate labor on the private plot in practice? Some believe that 
kolkhozes and sovkhozes should keep more horses and promptly provide them for 
the cultivation of gardens and hay harvests. Others like private minitrac- 
tors. However, everyone agrees about one thing: "Hunchback horses," both 
steel and live ones, are allies, not rivals. 


Village and settlement residents with the permission of rayon and city exe- 
cutive committees can now acquire one work animal per person for their pri- 
vate use. Incidentally, throughout the RSFSR recently the number of horses 
on private farms has increased by 14,000. 


However, the possibility of having a horse for private use is of concern to 
some readers. For example, I. Il'yenko from Kharkov believes that this will 
lead to the appearance of "inveterate private owners." 


Unfortunately, the use of the private farmyard and plot for the sake of prof- 
it is no longer a rare phenomenon and readers correctly write about this. I 
believe, however, that it would be an unforgivable error, because of the "un- 
bridled" private owner, to show no concern for the mass of honest workers and 
veterans, who come to their farmyards after a tiring work day. 
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An extreme point of view, which is presented as the only correct one, always 
does damage. Timiryazev stated: ''Nowhere, perhaps in no other activity do 
so many diverse conditions for success have to be weighed, nowhere is such 
multifaceted information required, nowhere can passion for a one-sided point 
of view lead to such a big failure, as in agriculture." 


It is easy to prohibit, to curtail and not to allow, but, to be sure, it is 
time to grasp the idea that there is no one phenomenon without consequences. 
Where there is no concern for the farmyard, where kolkhoz members, sovkhoz 
workers and settlement residents keep less private livestock, the supply of 
food products for city dwellers is worsened. Conversely, an increase in the 
productivity of private plots helps to "knock down" inflated market prices. 


Many readers correctly suggest the following: It is high time for local rural 
authorities to establish in big villages and small cities hiring centers, 
which for the appropriate pay would offer horses and equipment or would them- 
selves cultivate gardens, haul firewood and manure and deliver small freight 
and could outfit a horse train for a wedding. "Against the background of 
technical progress we still look pale with the wooden plow and shovel," writes 
A. Kozinov from the Valgussy village in Ulyanovsk Oblast, saying that he and 
his neighbors in spring time, as in the days of our grandfathers, have to har- 
ness themselves to a homemade plow. And, of course, those that like to wet a 
bargain live well. 


Vasiliy Vasil'yevich Shkirov from the Krasnaya Zvezda settlement in Gorkiy Ob- 
last has a special claim against the developers of devices facilitating labor 
on private plots: There is an urgent need for miniature machines. Vasiliy 
Vasil'yevich is by no means the only one in his request. 


Recently, on the "Vremya" /Time/ program central television has shown a mini- 
ature tractor of the Minsk Tractor Plant. This "hunchback horse" easily and 
deftly handles garden work, although its power is small--only 5 hp. Thus, the 
considerable share of reproofs against machine builders should be withdrawn. 


In response to the article the USSR State Committee for Prices reports that 

by the end of the five-year plan the very expensive small-size Rioni-2 trac- 
tor will be removed from production and the production of motor units of the 
Belarus' type will begin. However, the output of these motor units by the end 
of the five-year plan will not exceed 13,000 to 15,000 units annually and the 
big labor intensiveness will not make it possible to establish a retail price 
below the existing level. In the opinion of the state committee the organi- 
zation of a hiring center should be the basic form of operation of these mo- 
tor units. 


Here is a letter from D. Sultanov from Samarkand. "I heard," he writes, "that 
a tiny convenient manual hay mower, in which a gasoline motor is installed, 
has been developed. Such a unit is very useful to us, because our mountain- 
ous locality does not make it possible to use a tractor. Where can one find 
the manual hay mower?" 
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What can one answer? In fact, there is also an urgent need for light grass 
mowers with small gasoline motors capable of increasing labor productivity in 
hay mowing dozens of times. The remark by S. Kazantsev from Kirovo-Chepetsk 
is interesting and valid: "Many devices for people's recreation, that is, 
motor boats, motorcycles, television sets and room ‘stadiums,’ have been de- 
veloped. But there are no mechanisms that would prevent people from getting 
tired when working on their plots. In the rural store, along with color tele- 
vision sets, one can see a hoe and a shovel. It is high time to place a mech- 
anical plow, a gasoline powered saw, an electric pump and so forth between 
such equipment and the color television set." 


It is high time! Therefore, it is necessary that other agricultural machine 
building enterprises follow the good example of Minsk tractor builders and 
begin to manufacture the long-expected mowers with small motors and electric- 
ally driven feed cutters--everything that is necessary to facilitate the la- 
bor of any rural and, moreover, city resident. However, there are many ob- 
stacles on the path to the solution of this problem. 


For example, N. Keller, head of the laboratory of small-scale mechanization 
equipment of the All-Union Scientific Research Institute of Agricultural Ma- 
chine Building, believes that the lack of a special motor is the main diffi- 
culty of developers of small-scale mechanization equipment. This means that 
the final say again rests with the “blacksmith"--machine building industry 
enterprises. 


To facilitate labor on the private plot means not only to manifest concern 

for the health of elderly people. Owing to small-scale mechanization of oper- 
ations at domestic farms and gardens, young people begin to engage in subsid- 
iary farming with interest. 


Perhaps one cannot sum up all the readers’ views more thoroughly than Ivan 
Vasil'yevich Voloshin from the village of Paliyevka in Kirovograd Oblast: 
"Three years ago,” he writes, "I mastered my ‘hunchback horse'--a small trac- 
tor. It plows, harrows, sows and saws firewood and by means of it I also pro- 
cure hay on unsuitable land. My wife and I keep a cow. We sell milk to the 
kolkhoz and every year we deliver a young bull weighing 350 to 400 kg. I can- 
not live 1 day without work. When the ‘hunchback horse' makes it easy, the 
heart rejoices." 


The heart rejoices and the state benefits. 
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AGRO-ECONOMICS AND ORGANIZATION 


PROBLEMS IN USE OF AUTOMATION IN APK SYSTEM 
Moscow SEL'SKAYA ZHIZN' in Russian 6 Sep 83 p 2 


[Article by L. Matyushchenko, inspector of the USSR People's Control 
Committee: "Mistakes Surrounding the ASU"'] 


[Text] To control the complicated interrelations of enterprises and organi- 
zations that are included in the agro-industrial complex, and to keep eco- 
nomic account with the present rapid growth of information has become diffi- 
cult with the old, traditional accounting bases. And here, a great deal 
of assistance can be rendered by the automated control system (ASU). 


In agriculture, the introduction of individual units of automated control 
systems began with the publication of the decree of the USSR Council of 
Ministers of 21 May 1969, "On Measures for Introducing Into Planning, Ac- 
counting and Control in Agriculture, Economic-Mathematical Methods and 
Means of Computer Technology." At first, workers of the USSR Ministry 
of Agriculture were heartily in favor of this. The All-Union Scientific 
Research and Planning-Technological Institute of Cybernetics was created 
as the head organization for developing and introducing economic-mathemat i- 
cal methods and means of computer equipment, and a head computer center 
(GVTs) was also created. 


Alas, the activity did not last long. As the inspection of people's con- 
trollers in Leningrad, Tambov, Rostov, Andizhan, Tashkent. Tselinograd 
and other oblasts showed, the aforementioned decree and a number of sub- 
sequent government documents which discussed accelerated introduction of 
the ASU-Sel'khoz, remained practically unimplemented. And in general eco- 
nomic and mathematical methods of means of computer equipment in agricul- 
ture are being introduced extremely slowly. 


During the past 14 year the ASU have not been properly developed in the 
system of the Ministry of Agriculture. They have not properly developed 
issues related to the scientific and technical policy for constructing 
the ASU-Sel'khoz in the agro-industrial complex. 
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In the departmental ASU's are producing results. To the computer centers 
(VTs) that have been created in the system of the Ministry of Agriculture 
they have added parallel collective networks of computer centers in the 
USSR Goskomsel'khoztekhnika, the USSR Ministry of Water Management, and 
the USSR Ministry of Procurements. In the afore-mentioned ministries and 
departments they have spent more than 260,000,000 rubles's worth of capital 
investments just on the creation of computer centers that are equipped 
with powerful electronic computers. The departmental separation of the 
computer centers leads to excessive duplication and confusion. 


Still the ASU-Sel'khoz has been transformed into the ASU-Minsel'khoz, that 
is, the group of functions of the system have already been limited through 
the central staff of the USSR Ministry of Agriculture. 


A no less important question: What do workers of the ASU-Minsel'khoz do? 
Perhaps everything except solving production problems. Various aids have 
been created here for the needs of the offices. For example, the "Ministry 
Wide Reference Book of Standard Texts of Business Letters," the "Reference 
Book of Standard Orders Regarding Personnel Problems," and similar circu- 
lars. Of course these aids also play their role. But it would be more 
important to provide for the development of comprehensive programs for 
calculations regarding optimal production of grain, milk, meat and other 
most important kinds of products. 


And the quality of the developments issued by the local computer centers 
does not correspond to modern requirements. For instance, in the opinion 
of the Institute of Cybernetics, the best problem "Analysis of the Condi- 
tion of Agricultural Production and Procurements,"' was developed in a mathe- 
matical language which nobody used any longer by the time the document 
for accepting it for operation was drawn up. That is, the program was 
obsolete. Or another example. The All-Union Institute of Cybernetics 
and a number of other scientific institutions have for many years been 
developing programs of calculations on electronic computers for production 
and financial plans of agricultural enterprises. For these purposes, the 
RSFSR Ministry of Agriculture alone, on agreement with the Agro-Physics 
Institute, spent more than 200,000 rubles, but up to this point they have 
not been applied on a single farm. Because of the poor quality of the 
developments that are conducted and the lack of programs with a practical 
purpose, the services of the computer centers are now being utilized by 
extremely limited number of agricultural enterprises and organizationis. 
For such problems, for example, as optimization of the machine and tractor 
fleet and the structure of feed production, developments have been carried 
out by less than 2 percent of the farms. 


The so-called subsystem of operational control of production which has 
been included in the ASU-Sel'khoz engages only in the daily collection 
of an immense quantity of unlegalized reports, that is, meaningless paper- 
work. The Tambov center, for example, each day gathered from the farms 
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and rayons of the oblast information for 90 indicators, and the computer 
center of the Uzbek SSR Ministry of Agriculture--for 495 indicators. In 

many cases these data turned out to be unreliable. Incidentally, up to 
the present time methods have not yet been developed for an objective eva- 
luation of the economic effectiveness of the work of computer centers. 
Each center creates its own work and, as a rule, increases the amount. 


As practice shows, many calculations are drawn up without taking into ac- 
count the most important factors that affect agricultural production, and 
are separated from real life. Who needs them? In particular, this marks 
the labor of the Leningrad, Tambov and Krasnodar branches of the Central 
Institute of the Agro-Chemical Service for Agriculture (TsINAO). The calcu- 
lations turn out to be deliberately unsuitable, and the farm agronomists 
must redo them themselves. 


In brief, the ASU must be made to serve the needs of agriculture. And 
this requires creating a unified system of automated control in the APK, 
clearly defining its main functions, and improving the quality of the devel- 
opments. The USSR Ministry of Agriculture agrees with this. But so far, 
it has limited itself to half measures. In May of this year the USSR Minis- 
try of Agriculture transferred the Institute of Cybernetics to the jurisdic- 
tion of VASKhNIL, and here the work is again beginning with a review of 
the subject matter and main tasks of the institute. But it is time to 
think also about the concrete return from the many millions of rubles spent 
on the development of network of computer center. 
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AGRO-ECONOMICS AND ORGANIZATION 


RAPO PROCUREMENT, TRANSPORT, PROCESSING FUNCTIONS EXPLAINED 
Moscow EKONOMICHESKAYA GAZETA in Russian No 37, Sep 83 p 17 


/Article: "Rayon Agroindustrial Association: Procurement and Processing of 
Output"/ 


[Text] The next discussion (the first three were published 
in Nos 32, 34 and 35) is devoted to the accomplishment of 

one of the important tasks entrusted to the rayon agroindus- 
trial association--procurement, transportation, processing 
and storage of farm and livestock products sold to kolkhozes, 
sovkhozes and other agricultural enterprises. Specialists of 
the USSR Ministry of Agriculture hold the discussion. 


As a rule, various claims and disagreements arise among kolkhozes, sovkhozes 
and procurement and transport organizations. Now under the conditions of the 
rayon agroindustrial association there is a possibility of establishing a 
more efficient interrelationship of procurement and transport workers with 
farms. What is being done in this respect? 


For this purpose a division for the procurement, sale and processing of agri- 
cultural output is being established (for the first time at a rayon_level) in 
the working apparatus of the RAPO /rayon agroindustrial association/ council. 


The workers of this division will directly participate in the preparation and 
discussion of proposals for draft plans for purchases of agricultural products 
and their deliveries to processing enterprises. 


One of the important tasks of this division is to see to it that all the agri- 
cultural output earmarked for sale to the state by kolkhozes and sovkhozes is 
accepted by the appropriate procurement and other organizations. Furthermore, 
it develops measures to prevent losses, to reduce expenditures on transporta- 
tion and to ensure the preservation of agricultural output at all the stages 
of the industrial cycle of its production, procurement, transportation, proc- 
essing and sale and controls their fulfillment. 


Usually, the majority of the claims of farms against procurement officials 


concerns settlements of accounts for products (nonobjective evaluation of 
quality, nonobservance of standards and others). How to aw id this disorder? 
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The duty of controlling the observance of the rules of preparation for the sale 
of agricultural output and of the acceptance and formulation of accompanying 
and acceptance documents by farms and procurement organizations, as well as 
settlements of accounts among kolkhozes, sovkhozes and enterprises and orga- 
nizations engeged in the procurement, processing and storage of agricultural 
products, is imposed on the newly established division. 


Control over the utilization of agricultural products and raw materials on 
kolkhozes and sovkhozes, as well as in procurement, processing and trade en- 
terprises and organizations forming part of the RAPO, is an important area of 
the work of this subdivision. 


The workers of this division should promote the development of direct rela- 
tions between farms and industrial and trade enterprises and the transition 
to the acceptance of products in the localities by procurement organizations 
with their conveyance by the transport facilities of procurement officials. 


In case of a breach of state planning and contractual discipline in the matter 
of procurement, processing, storage, transportation and sale of agricultural 
output and of its processing products the division submits proposals on the 
punishment of the guilty individuals to the RAPO council. 


The importance of the problems with which the new division is to deal deter- 
mines the large volume of work. Is it within the powers of the division wor- 
kers alone? 


The division for the procurement, sale and processing of output performs a 
number of functions jointly with the State Inspectorate for the Purchases and 
Quality of Agricultural Products, that is: 


It organizes the conclusion of forward contracts for agricultural output and 
contributes to an intensification of their role and importance as a legal 
means of ensuring the fulfillment of state purchase plans; 


examines and settles disputes and differences of opinion between procurement 
officials and farms during the sale and acceptance of output, determination 
of its quality and fulfillment of other terms of forward contracts; 


ensures control over the prompt readiness of the bases and warehouses of pro- 
curement enterprises and organizations. 


11,439 
CSO: 1824/561 
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FORESTRY AND TIMBER 


USSR-BULGARIAN TIMBER PROCUREMENT COLLABORATION 


Moscow EKONOMICHESKOYE SOTRUDNICHESTVO STRAN-CHLENOV SEV in Russian No 
7, Jul 83 pp 54-55 


[Article by Vasil Kostadinov, deputy minister of forests and the timber 
indus: ry of Bulgaria: "Joint Timber Procurements in the Komi ASSR -- An 
Example of Brotherly Friendship" ] 


[Text | The construction of a developed socialist society in Bulgaria 
is inseparably related to further deepening and improvement of cooperation 
of the development of socialist economic integration with other CEMA coun- 
tries, primarily the Soviet Union. One of the main directions in success- 
fully implementing this task is our country's direct participation in the 
creation of production capacities on the territory of the USSR, primarily 
for procuring raw materials and fuel and producing energy. 


A yood example of joint utilization of material, financial and labor re- 
sources is the cooperation between Bulgaria and the USSR in the area of 
timber procurements. On the basis of an inter-governmental agreement con- 
cluded on 3 December 1967, joint timber procurements were started on the 
territory of the Komi ASSR. 


In keeping with the agreement the Bulgarian side must provide the areas 
with labor force, arrange organization and protection of labor, food and 
housing and domestic service, pay the wages, and so forth. To this end 
a special board of directors has been created in Sofia. The soviet side 
gives the enterprises the necessary volume of filling area and provides 
planning estimates, machines, equipment, fuel and energy, and also construc- 
tion materials. Soviet specialists are rendering us assistance in master- 
ing the technical equipment and other equipment as well as technological 
devices. 


Four large timber procurement enterprises have been created on the terri- 
tory of Komi ASSR: three of them with a volume of procurement of one million 
cubic meters of timber a year, and one with 600,000 cubic meters. During 
the construction and assimilation of these capacities we encountered a 
number of difficulties since, in the first place, it was necessary to con- 
Struct enterprises in regions with an inadequate material and domestic 
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base, and, in the second place, Bulgarian workers and specialists did not 
have work experience under the conditions of the North and at that time 
there was no experience in joint work either. 


All this, however, remained to the side. In 1983 we shall celebrate the 
fifteenth anniversary of that frosty February day when the first group 
of Bulgarian construction workers arrived in the immense forests of 

Udorskiy rayon in the Komi ASSR. This is a great holiday for us and an 
occasion to turn back to past years and evaluate the fruitful work that 
has been done through the efforts of the two sister countries. 


When planning and constructing timber enterprises the latest achievements 
of soviet scientists and technology were used. The favorable territorial 
location, the proximity to the raw material base and railroad mainlines, 
the level release and the rich filling area--all this created conditions 
for maximum utilization of natural resources. 


The enterprises were constructed at rapid rates. Suffice it to say that 
the industrial facilities in the villages of Blagoyev, Mezhdurechensk, 
and Usogorsk were put into operation at full capacity before the estab- 
lished deadlines. The work was conducted on a broad front. The taiga 
was confidently assimilated, and roads were constructed quickly. Within 
seven months after the construction workers entered the Komi land, the 
first load sf timber was sent to Bulgaria. One cannot but be inspired 
by the enthusiasm of the timber procurement workers and the constant frater- 
nal assistance from the soviet people. During the first four years or 
operation of the facilities alone, Bulgaria and the USSR have already re- 
ceived one million cubic meters of timber, and by the end of 1982 they 
will have received more than 25,000,000 cubic meters. The enterprise now 
produces 3.4 million cubic meters of timber a year. The timber industry 
enterprise includes four shops for processing poor-quality timber into 
industrial chips, and two for producing consumer goods. 


The labor collective of the enterprises has grown and become stronger. 
This is one of the main concerns of the Bulgarian and soviet party, eco- 
nomic, trade-union and Komsomol organizations. 


With direct assistance from soviet colleagues, Bulgarian workers and spe- 
cialists mastered various occupations. Our collectives successfully adopt- 
ed advanced soviet experience in constructing highways paved with wooden 
slabs, utilizing ice roads, felling trees from narrow areas while retaining 
the undergrowth, transporting timber in bundles, using the watch work meth- 
od and the brigade contract in felling and transporting timber from the 
upper area, creating consolidated timber procurements brigades, and so 
forth. These progressive methods of the USSR timber procurement industry 
were introduced into practice in short periods of time. 


63 





The fifteen year's worth of experience that have been accumulated enable 
uS now to construct annually 20 kilometers of roads with concrete, 50 kilo- 
meters with asphalt, 50 kilometers with reinforced concrete and 200 kilo- 
meters with wooden paving. 


Bulgarian timber procurement workers have successfully assimilated and, 
with the help of soviet specialists, have become masters of their business 
in such technological devices that were initially new to us as the narrow- 
belt method of felling timber, comprehensive mechanization of skidding 
and loading, shipping trunks, and separating, loading into cars and proces- 
sing less valuable timber into industrial chips. Participating in the 
annual drawing up of engineering plans for each enterprise and the associa- 
tion as a whole, Bulgarian specialists are gaining a real education. 


When carrying out this responsible task, our specialists rely on assistance 
and cooperation from soviet colleagues. Both fundamental and current prob- 
lems each day are the subject of mutual discussion and evaluation. Our 
managers are continuoutly improving the joint activity and searching for 
new ways of improving labor organization. 


We have been successfully applying the watch method in the practice of 
timber procurements since 1975. We have already procured more than 500,000 
cubic meters of timber this way. This method most successfully combines 
highly productive summer timber procurements with effective winter shipment. 


In construction and timber procurements in the Komi ASSR we extensivel; 

utilized skidding tractors, logging trucks, jaw loaders, buses, excavators, 

and so forth. The trunks are unloaded at the lowe’ timber yards with 30- 

ton K-305N cranes, and the warehousing and loading of the final product-- 
with KKS-10 cantilever-gantry and KB-572 tower cranes. The lower timber 

yard in Mezhdurechensk is equipped with a PLKh-ZAS semi-automated line 

for separating the timber. Most of the other production operations are 

also mechanized. 


A large role in the successes of our timber procurement workers was played 

by socialist competition. It is inseparably related to the introduction 

of new initiatives and the introduction of brigade organization of labor. 

During the course of the competition advanced production workers appeared 

such as Hero of Socialist Labor of Bulgaria, Vasil Dzhigrev, the initiator 

of the initiative of the 100,000 workers, the irreplaceable leader of the 

consolidated brigade of timber fellers; the order winner Miklo Stoyanov-- 
the initiator of the initiative for "an advanced art of the working posi- 

tion" which have become widespread, and others. 


The leading production workers are people with a large amount of work ten- 
ure at our enterprises, high skills, and good organizational abilities, 
who attract people to master advanced methods. During the course of many 
years they have achieved high results and their brigades have been a real 
school of professional mastery, internationalism and fraternal cooperation. 


a 
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The interactions in the area of timber procurements have made it possible 
to expand ties with the soviet people and the people of the Komi Republic. 
Cooperation in the area of art and culture is also expanding. In spite 
of the differences in the historical destiny, language, national tradi- 
tions, customs and so forth, our peoples have a great deal in common that 
is bringing them closer together. These include common goals, our interna- 
tional feelings, socialist morality and the way of life which is instilled 
in us by our communist parties. 


The festivals of friendship of youth which have been held annually with 
immense success are an expression of these fraternal ties. Bulgarian musi- 
cal and dramatic collectives are frequent guests in the Komi ASSR.- The 
Days of Bulgarian Culture which were held in 1979 were interesting and 
filled with activity. They were devoted to the 35th anniversary of the 
socialist revolution in Bulgaria. Our national songs and dances have made 
their way into all corners of the Komi land and the most remote regions 
of the tundra. Joint Bulgarian--soviet ensembles have also been created. 


The forms and means by which people come closer together are multifaceted. 
Firm traditions have already appeared which are being continually strength- 
ened and enriched on behalf of the common cause, in the interest of our 
friendship. 


The organization of timber procurement enterprises in the Komi ASSR is 
of yreat economic and political significance. The development of this 
form of bilateral cooperation proceeds along an ascending line. The new 
agreement of 15 January 1981 to continue the cooperation until 1990 opens 
up broad prospects for improving the acvtivity of our enterprises complete- 
ly in keeping with the requirements of the new stage in the economic poli- 
cies of our fraternal countries--further deepening and improvement of co- 
operation and development of socialist ecnomoic integration--they are di- 
rected toward increasing the efficiency of the national economy and raising 
the standard of living of the workers of our countries. 


COPYRIGHT: Sovet-Ekonomicheskoy Vzaimopomoshchi Sekretariat Moskva, 1983 
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FORESTRY AND TIMBER 


TIMBER INSPECTIONS REVEAL LOSSES, MISMANAGEMENT 
Moscow LESNAYA PROMYSHLENNOST' in Russian 29 Sep 83 p 1 


[Article by V. Pronkin, chief of the State Forestry Inspectorate of be 
Soyuzglavles, 0. Borisov and A. Slavin: ‘What Is Happening To the Lumber?"'/ 


[Text/ During the June (1983) Plenum of the CPSU Central 
Committee, it was stated that strict observance of contractual 
obligations for the delivery of products constitutes a true 
reserve for improving the economy. The workers in our branches, 
particularly the timber procurement specialists, must make their 
own contribution towards this work. 


The consumers must be supplied with lumber in a timely manner 
and timber losses must be reduced to a minimum and subsequently 
eliminated entirely -- such is the urgent task confronting the 
branch at the present time. The chief means for solving it -- 
fulfillment of the tasks for finishing off the timber and 
implementation of the assortment program. 


How is work proceeding in this sector of operations? What is 
happening to the lumber? Where is it that the types of lumber 
required by industry are being lost? These are not simple 
questions. Our newspaper, over a period of several months and 
jointly with Goslesoinspektsiya of Soyuzglavles, conducted an 
inspection and analyzed the status of the work concerned with 
the finishing off and grading of timber materials at 
enterprises of the country's principal timber procurement 
associations. It is now possible to analyze some of the 
results and to point out those areas where the lumber is 
"disappearing" before it reaches the consumers. 


And a considerable amount is "disappearing." During 8 months 
of this year, USSR Minlesbumprom /Ministry of the Lumber and 
Paper Industry/ fell short in its deliveries of round lumber 
products to the national economy by 7.5 million cubic meters. 


Faulty grading occurs mainly as a result of weak control over the processing 


of tree length logs, over the quality of the products being produced and over 
the fulfillment of the established program. At a majority of the enterprises 


66 


inspected, the finishing off work is being carried out in an inefficient 
manner; the enterprises are not oriented towards issuing a maximum number of 
grades. 


The Vazhiny Forestry Station of the Podporozhye Timber Industry Farm of the 
Lenles Association. The average height of the trees here is approximately 25 
meters and the tree length logs are prepared for shipment in 20 meter lengths. 
Thus the tops are simply left at the upper timber yards and indeed they are 
capable of producing pulpwood, mine supports and construction timber. 


The lower timber yard of a neighbor of the Podporozhye Timber Industry Farm -- 
the Volgosovskiy LPKh /timber industry farm/. Here the picture is the same. 
The average diameter of the tops cut off here is 20 centimeters. Here again 
we encounter the problem of grades. 


And now from the “uropean part of the country we set out for western Siberia 
-- to Tomsk Oblast. Here the inspections revealed that the authorities look 
down upon the upper portions of tree length logs. And yet if use were made 
of them the Kargasok Timber Transshipment Combine could obtain 10,000 more 
cubic meters of mine supports, construction timber and saw logs annually. 
And the entire association as a whole would have more than 50,000 additional 
lumber grades included among its assets. 


Another avenue by means of which considerable lumber resources are being 
withdrawn from use by consumers -- all types of violations of state planning 
discipline. At times the grades are being used for various purposes other 
than those intended. In the documents they are listed as firewood. At the 
Arkhangel'sklesprom, for example, more than 500,000 cubic meters of lumber 
used for highway construction were written off in this manner last year. 


During the inspections, constant references were overheard regarding 

"objective" difficulties which are impeding the work. In addition to 
overhearing such comments, various types of correspondence were also received. 
Here is one of them. In response to the critical articles entitled "The 

Timber Industry" and "Special Attention for Finishing Off Work" (Issue No. 

74 dated 23 June 1983), the deputy chief of Komilesprom A. Kononov wrote: 
"...the reason for non-fulfillment of the task for mine supports and pulpwood 

-- failure of the tree felling fund to correspond with the established 
assortment plan and insufficient freight cars for loading the timber materials." 





One reads such a circular reply and begins to think: "Did the leaders of the 
association visit the Kazhderomskiy Timber Industry Farm, where owing to an 
increase in the allowances in length for the assortments, the losses in saw 
logs, pulpwood and mine supports are constantly increasing? And are they 
aware that subordinate enterprises are using coniferous wood that is suitable 
for the production of this same pulpwood and mine supports for railroad 
requisition purposes? It might seem that this is a matter of secondary 
concern. But as a result, approximately 50,000 cubic meters are irrevocably 
lost." 


They Emerged Unscathed 


Tnes of thousands of cubic meters of timber materials expended over and above 
the established norms, funds and limits, thousands of cubic meters of spoiled 
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wood, the sale of wood on the side in all areas, squandering and exchange of 
wood -- these are actions which today characterize the operations of many 
enterprises included in the structure of Soyuzfanspichprom (Comrade Smirnov) 
and Soyuzplitprom (Comrade Mitchenko). During 1982 alone, owing to all types 
of violations here, more than 220,000 cubic meters of various types of timber 
materials were used for various purposes other than fulfilling the production 
tasks. 


cach day, documents sent in from the various areas attesting to such violations 
are delivered to the desk of the chief of Goslesoinspektsiya of Soyuzglavles. 
Upon reading the inspection documents, reports, explanatory notes and other 
types of information, one can only express surprise: what explanation can be 
given for such careless disregard for national property and for such 
mismanagement and negligence? 


The various types of violations of the technological processes and the absence 
of control at the enterprises continue to flourish. And the reports are 
completely up to date. The explanation is quite simple. The Perm workers 
achieved from Soyuzfanspichprom an increase in the specific norm for the 
expenditure of raw materials of more than 3 percent. 


A similar position has been taken by the enterprise and supported by the 
association, also involving the use of raw materials for the production of 
shelled plywood, as a result of which the expenditure norm for the production 
of 1 cubic meter of this product was raised by 2 percent. 


It bears mentioning that a surprising degree of resourcefulness is being 
manifested at the combine in connection with the expenditure of wood. Here are 
some figures. In 1981 the farm wilfully sold 7,000 cubic meters of various 
types of timber materials on the side in the amount of 55,000 rubles and in 
1982 -- more than 8,000 cubic meters valued at 184,000 rubles and during the 
first 6 months of 1983 -- 3,500 cubic meters valued at 76,000 rubles. It is 
apparent that the rates for the squandering of wood are in no way abating. 


Similar reproaches can be addressed against other enterprises included in the 
structure of various ministerial subunits. It is sufficient to state that 
over the past two and a half years, just at enterprises of Goslesoinspektsiya 
which underwent inspection, 3.4 million cubic meters of wood were not employed 
for fulfillment of the state plan as # result of various types of violations 
(overexpenditures, non-schedule release of materials, spoilage). Included in 
this figure were 574,000 cubic meters of wood that had been simply squandered. 


Allow me to cite an example of how the violators emerged unscathed. The 
Permlesprom Association is disrupting direct deliveries of lumber to 

Volzhskiy, especially saw logs and posts. And this same situation is occurring 
practically every year. 


One reason for the existing situation -- crude violation of the technological 
regimes for processing the timber materials and unsatisfactory sorting out of 
the grades and tree length logs. What will this lead to? It will result in a 
situation wherein, owing to the pulpwood, hundreds of thousands of cubic 
meters of thick spruce-fir strains suitable for the production of lumber, 
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carpentry products and other deficit timber products will be supplied by means 
of rafting to pulp and paper enterprises in Perm Oblast. 


Thereafter a large quantity of the thin, essentially pulpwood, types of wood 
will be sent to Volzhskiy consumers who, in processing it, will sustain 
considerable losses. It is sufficient to state that the yield of saw logs 
from tree length logs delivered here, for example of deciduous strains, will 
amount to only 15-30 percent, with the remaining portion being used only for 
firewood. If this wood were to be processed on site in a thrifty manner, then 
an additional resource source would appear for the Perm consumers. 


The actions taken by the chief of Permlesprom Ye. Kurbash this year can only 

be evaluated as being short-sighted and irrational in connection with the use 
of timber. He instructed his subordinate enterprises to sort out as pulpwood 
for satisfying the needs of the oblast wood up to 36 centimbeters in diameter 
and this tended to disrupt the production and delivery of saw logs and electric 
power poles. 





Is it possible that the association exhausted all of its pulpwood resources 
and found itself in a hopeless situation? By no means. The resources are 
available; they are to be found in the efficient finishing off of the wood 
into grades. For example, at the Kochevskiy, Gorozhishchevskiy and other 
timber industry farms the upper portion of spruce-fir tree length logs that 
are 2.5 meters in length are used not for pulpwood but for firewood. And as a 
result the annual losses in raw materials required for the pulp and paper 
industry amount to roughly 50,000 cubic meters. 


Here is another example of mismanagement. During the 1983 navigation season, 
133,000 cubic meters of low grade pulpwood were shipped to Astrakhan, with 
funds in the Astrakhan TsKK of 70,000 cubic meters. At the same time, the 
Kamskiy TsBK -- the consumer for this pulpwood -- against a plan calling for 
105,000 cubic meters, was supplied with only 33,000. And at the present time 
this low grade pulpwood is being rafted, or more accurately it is sinking in 
the Volga instead of being sent for boiling in those areas where they are 
awaiting its arrival. 


In a recent lead article of the newspaper PRAVDA entitled 
"Forest Potential," the task of reducing wood losses was 
referred to as being one of the branch's chief tasks. The 
inspection carried out testifies to the fact that the 
solviny of this task is being carried out in a very formal 
Or negligent manner in many areas. 


The leaders at all levels must radically change their 
attitude towards this work -- from the chief of a main 
administration down to a foreman -- they must increase their 
exactingness and demand more from each individual in terms 

of fulfillment of the assortment plan and preservation of the 
forest resources. Only in this manner will it be possible to 
fulfill the program outlined for radically improving the use 
of the branch's forest resources, 


7026 
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FORcSTRY AND TIMBER 


TIMBER PROCUREMENT REQUIREMENTS, FUTURE PROSPECTS DISCUSSED 
Complexes for the Future 

Moscow LESNAYA PROMYSHLENNOST' in Russian 29 Sep 83 p 2 

/Article: "The Future Belongs To Complexes"'/ 


[Text/ "To organize all-round enterprises for forestry growth and the 
procurement and processing of wood" such was the task assigned to the forestry 
branches during the 26th CPSU Congress. How is this task being carried out 
today? 


The CPSU Central Committee has approved the initiative displayed by the Ivano- 
Frankovsk Oblast Party Committee in mobilizing our workers for the purpose of 
ensuring the efficient use of local forestry resources. The initiators are 
performing successfully at the present time. There are also those who are 
following in their footsteps -- 42 enterprises of the USSR Minlesbumprom 
/Ministry of the Timber, Pulp and Paper and Wood Processing Industry/ have 
been merged into forestry complexes. 


But this is only the first step. As yet the work concerned with introducing 
the experience accumulated by the workers in Ivano-Frankovsk Oblast into 
Operations is proceeding slowly. A strong requirement exists for all-round 
management of the economy, especially in those areas where intensive fellings 
were carried out recently. Here we have in mind mainly Arkhangelsk and Kirov 
Oblasts and the Karelian ASSR. 


What is being done here to raise the return from each hectare and to reduce 
wood losses? What reserves are available? What unused opportunities can be 
put to use? This problem is herein discussed by party and economic leaders, 
a scientist and by a journalist. 


Forest Industry Complex in Arkhangelsk Oblast 
Moscow LESNAYA PROMYSHLENNOST' in Russian 29 Sep 83 p 2 


/Article by Yu. Gus'kov, secretary of the Arkhangelsk Oblast CPSU Committee: 
"Thrifty Use of Each Cubic Meter"/ 


[Text] Arkhangelsk Oblast, together with other regions in 
the north European area, is making a contribution towards 
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strengthening and developing the country's forest potential. 
The availability of timber supplies, their proximity to 
industrially developed centers and their advantageous 
geographical location have to a substantial degree brought 
about the formation here of a large-scale timber industry 
complex. Its proportion of the overall annual volume of 
industrial production is in excess of 40 percent. 


The decisions handed down during the November (1982) and June (1983) Plenums 

of the CPSU Central Committee and the party's long-term program for strengthening 
discipline, organization and order and raising labor productivity are serving 

to further accelerate the rates of development for the forestry branches. This 
is precisely the direction being followed by the oblast party organization as 

it uncovers reserves, mobilizes its personnel, utilizes the potential of the 
socialist competition and promotes solutions for the urgent problems. 


One of the chief concerns is that of further raising the efficiency of timber 
industry production based upon intensification and ensuring the use of a 
truly thrifty approach in the handling of each cubic meter of wood throughout 
the entire technological chain, from the felling areas to the digesters, 
cardboard and paper-making machines and sawmill and furniture departments. 


A decisive program is being followed at the present time aimed at developing 

and introducing waste-free technologies into operations. The increasing 
requirements of the processing enterprises cannot be compensated by a mechanical 
increase in the volumes of timber fellings. Under no circumstances can 
excessive fellings be permitted in any region and this applies in particular 

to the northern regions, where forest restoration work is extremely difficult. 
It takes a long time for a forest to grow and its cultivation is very costly. 


Under these conditions, all of the wood procured must be processed, including 
deciduous and sub-standard wood. The wood losses which occur during 

transport operations must be reduced and that which is lost for various 
reasons must be gathered up and placed in operation -- this is a priority 
task. And the workers attached to the timber industry complex are persistenly 
carrying out this task under the direction of the party organization. 


At the Arkhangel'sklespr«m Association, based upon the brigade form for 
organizing and stimulating labor, more than one half of all of the wood obtained 
in recent years has been procured here. Brigade cost accounting made it 
possible to increase the volume of products obtained from each hectare of 

felled timber by 2.5-3 percent. Thus the annual fellings of the timber fund 

are being reduced by 700,000 cubic meters and this is sufficient for 

satisfying the annual requirements for wood of two forest industry farms. The 
extensive use of a special technology is making it possible, using the same 
capabilities, to obtain more than 500,000 additional cubic meters of wood 
annually. 


The delivery last year, by rafting and by rail, of 1 million cubic meters of 


tree length logs directly to the consumers, and also saw logs and pulpwood, 
increased substantially the raw material resources for the pulp and paper 
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industry in the form of technological chips. The production of such chips on 

a large scale (3-3.2 million cubic meters annually) from the processing of the 
waste products of sawmill operations and wood-working, low-grade wood of little 
value and a portion of the waste products from tree felling operations can 
serve as an illustration of how the raw material problem can be solved for an 
oblast as a whole. Indeed a requirement exists for coordinating the problems 
concerned with the planning, production, transporting, acceptance and 
processing of the chips. 


At the present time, we need all-round machines for the production of chips, 
for example in a tree felling area; this will lower the production costs. An 
expansion must also take place in the capabilities for producing panels and 
nutrient yeasts, a basic product of which is chips. 


Thus the trend is towards a change in the structure for supplying enterprises 
with forestry raw materials. This factor must not be overlooked. Thus urgent 
measures must be undertaken directed towards the technical re-equipping of the 
raw material exchanges of both the oblast's sawmill and pulp and paper 
enterprises. Appropriate works are available and they must be implemented as 
rapidly as possible. As yet, this key problem is being solved very slowly by 
the respective administrations of USSR Minlesbumpron. 


A special problem is that of rafting the timber. Here there are also many 
reserves available in the form of a thrifty approach being employed for each 
cubic meter of wood and for raising the return therefrom. cEach year, 
practically all of the wood borne by flood waters is being gathered up and it 
provides from 150,000 to 170,000 cubic meters of firewood. But this is not 
enough. Firewood lifting units are needed. They are in short supply and 
those which are available are not being utilized in an efficient manner. 
Resources are required for mechanizing the work of collecting scattered items 
of wood and installing traps, not to mention such vital problems as providing 
the timber procurement specialists and rafting personnel with housing and 
social-cultural installations. 


Certainly, the time is at hand for solving still another problem -- eliminating 
so-called standard clear fellings from timber procurement practice, wherein 
soft deciduous wood is left standing. What are we doing in this regard? 

Since 1968 the consumption of "foliage" compared to the oblast's overall raw 
material balance has increased by a factor of 15 at the pulp and paper 
enterprises and at the Kotlas TsBK /pulp and paper combine/ it amounts to more 
than 40 percent. Industrial boiling of viscose cellulose has been obtained 
from it. 


The work is becoming more costly and yet it is surprising to note that although 
we possess the potential for processing completely into finished products all 
of the foliage being procured in the oblast, such foliage is being shipped to 
us from miles and miles away. The question is asked is this really necessary? 
Would it not be better to change the assortment plan for the timber 

procurement specialists and process everything in the areas where they 
originate? 


This problem was raised repeatedly party election meetings held at enterprises 
of the timber industry complex and still no solution has been found for it. 
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Allow me to say a few words concerning the shipment of round timber. It is by 
no means a thriity situation if the capabilities exist for processing it at a 
site, especially for sawmill purposes, and then subsequently full use is not 
made of it. Economically it would be more advantageous and more correct in all 
respects if the timber were to be processed on site and the finished products 
shipped off to other areas. For those consumers who must have round timber, 
shipments can be organized to specially equipped bases of USSR Gossnab and not 
distributed by railroad freight car to dozens of consumer-oblasts. This 
measure will also make it possible to eliminate inefficient rail shipments. 

The picture is entirely different at the present time. 


"cach cubic meter of wood must be utilized in a thrifty manner" -- such is the 
slogan that must be followed in order to raise the potential of the timber 
industry complex. Today this constitutes the chief task of the communists and 
all of the oblast's forestry workers. 


Search for Forestry Reserves 
Moscow LESNAYA PROMYSHLENNOST' in Russian 29 Sep 83 p 2 


/Articles by G. Mel'nikov and Yu. Novoselov: "The Goal -- Wast-free 
Production"'/ 


/Text/ Are the Kirov timber procurement specialists carrying 
out a search for reserves for achieving more efficient use of 
the timber resources? Are they utilizing the experience 
accumulated by the workers in Ivano-Frankovsk Oblast? We 
addressed these questions to the chief of the All-Union 
Kirovlesprom Association Gennadiy Aleksandrovich Mil'nikov 
and the director of KirNIILP Yuriy Mikhaylovich Novoselov 


G. Mel'nikov: In the decisions handed down during the 26th congress of our 
party, a great amount of attention was devoted to the efficient use of natural 
resources in the national economy. These instructions are of exceptional 
importance for our oblast. 


Located in the eastern European portion of the country, it has great natural 
resources at its disposal. Thus a maximum amount of attention is being given 
here to developing the forestry branches, raising efficiency and achieving 
more comprehensive use of the raw material resources. The enterprises of the 
All-Union Kirovlesprom Association, over a period of many years, have been 
following a program aimed at ensuring maximum utilization of wood waste 
materials and the processing of low-grade wood. 


An important national economic problem is being solved through the construction 
and development of new production capabilities and the modernization of 
existing ones. Thus 18 wood processing departments were built or modernized 
during the 10th Five-Year Plan and this made it possible to raise the 
processing volume for low quality wood, firewood and waste products to 1.7 
million cubic meters annually. Work in this direction is continuing at the 
present time. 
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ixperience indicates that the most efficient and economically profitable use 
for waste products consists of producing technological chips from them for the 
production of pulp and paper products and wood panels. In the process, the 
lumber resources are augmented through the processing of waste products at 
existing enterprises. 


Let us ascertain now if much use has been made of this method. Last year 
alone we produced more than 400,000 cubic meters of technological chips. The 
processing cf such a quantity of waste products released the state from having 
to build a new forest industry farm. In other words, a savings of 20-25 
million rubles was realized. 
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Yu. Novoselov: A considerable amount of work has been carried out aimed at 
ensuring the comprehensive use of wood. However, upon measuring it against 
the tasks advanced during the 26th party congress, we clearly note that this 
is only the beginning. Let us take this same problem of wood utilization and 
also that of supplying raw materials for the rapid developing wood processing 
industry. The problem is becoming more acute. 


The requirements for wood on the whole, especially coniferous wood, are 
increasing during this five-year period. The situation with regard to 
supporting our existing processing enterprises is complicated by the fact that, 
owing to the exhaustion of raw material bases at forest industry farms 

located in the northern and eastern regions of the oblast, the capability for 
shipping 1,325,000 cubic meters of timber is decreasing. The construction and 
expansion of new facilities are not being carried out. This is placing the 
wood processing industry in a very difficult position. This is why one of our 
chicf tasks is that of raising the return from each cubic meter. 


The comprehensive use of sawmill raw materials must be raised to 87 percent, 
the production of technological chips to 600,000 cubic meters annually and 
the wood resources must be increased through the gathering up at tree felling 
sites of the tops of trees and the debris obtained from tree length logs. 


Analysis reveals that many reserves are to be found in this area. According 
to the most humble computations by specialists, approximately 2 million cubic 
meters of deciduous wood and waste products are still not being used in the 
national economy. 


Great advantages are to be realized from organizing shipments of tree length 
logs directly to the yards of the consumers. This will make it possible to 
reduce considerably the periods required for expanding and modernizing the 
timber industry farms. At the same time, such a technology will ensure the 
complete use of the wood, with the waste products being processed into 
technological chips for the production of pulp and paper products and wood 
panels. 


Thus we are of the opinion that the work is being held up by the isolation of 


the paper and wood processing enterprises, which are subordinate to 11 
different associations and administrations of USSR Minlesbumprom. Within the 
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confines of an oblast, it is very difficult for the ministry's enterprises to 
maneuver under such a structure for administering the material, labor and 
Financial resources. 


Is there a solution? Yes. For the purpose of improving the supply of timber 
for sawmill and wood processing enterprises and achieving improved use of the 
production capabilities for sawmill operations, we have recommended the 
creation of the Kirovdrevprom Production Association, with subordination to 
Kirovlesprom. 


Forest Industry Complex in Arkhangelsk Oblast 
Moscow LeSNAYA PROMYSHLENNOST' in Russian 29 Sep 83 p 2 
JArticle by V. Litvinov, Karelian ASSR: "Too Many Cooks..."/ 


[Text/ Timberjacks, forest procurement specialists, oleoresin 
collectors, sawmill personnel and forest improvement workers 
reside in the forest settlement of Porosozero. And although 
all of the enterprises where these individuals work are 
associated with the taiga, the processing of wood and the use 
of natural resources, they nevertheless are connected to 
different departments. What is the end result of this? 


Ours and "Theirs" 


Let us take for example the settlement itself. It is being built in a chaotic 
manner on the same departmental basis and it consists of five parts -- for the 
local timber industry farm, forestry farm, chemical forestry farm, timber 
plant and amelioration sector. These regions are located at some distances 
from one another and dispersed along the banks of the Suna River. This factor 
inhibits the establishment of good organization and the creation of normal 
housing-domestic conveniences for the population, 


As a result of the above dispersion, it is difficult to organize water and 
sewerage service and also to equip the housing units properly. The 
construction of a central heating system is being held up: the timber industry 
farm lacks the capabilities required for a thermal boiler. And the timber 
plant, which does have such capabilities and is not overworked, refuses to 
connect up "alien" facilities. 


"We are constantly suffering from separation in connection with production 
Operations" complained N. Zhurin, a worker at the forestry farm, "Since we 
have limited resources, the departments were created on a primitive basis 
without heating and mechanization. The necessary equipment is lacking. We 
even load the freight cars manually using an antiquated method and we even 
lack normal working clothes. 


And truly, in the sawmill department which we visited the logs were being 
held down in a timber frame by means of a small crowbar and the finished 
thick boards and beams were being carried away by hand. Female machine tool 
workers were carrying bundles of small planks on their shoulders from the 
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department CoO treight cars. Mechanization was lacking at a crosscutting site 
where trees were being cut up into various si.es. It was exposed to both 
wind and rainfall. The forestry farm's motor transport vehicles were not 


Operating owing to the fact that the gasoline limit had been exhausted ahead 
of schedule. 


Only several kilometers distant, on the other shore of the Suna River, the 
lower timber yard of the timber industry farm is located. Here the personnel 
also finished off the trees, produced packaged bundles of planks and consumer 
goods, but with the aid of semi-automatic lines and modern machine tools and 
in heated facilities or enclosed sites. Powerful gantry and tower cranes 
easily transferred the finished products to railroad freight cars. 


"Certainly, if we were together in one enterprise" sighed the chief of the 
timber and wood processing department A. Tushin, "the majority of these 
problems would disappear." But at the present time, for the want of one bolt 
the timber frame stands idle for two days and nothing can be accomplished. A 
lathe hand does not have a machine to operate. And the neighbors are in no 
hurry to lend a hand since they have their own concerns. Yes and our timber 
industry farm has nothing to process; the capabilities at its lower timber 
yard are not being utilized fully. 


Behind an Overgrown Hedge 


I encountered a paradoxical phenomenon at the raw material exchanges of the 
timber industry farm and a neighboring timber plant which is subordinate to 
the Karellesoeksport Association. They are located on the same territory and 
constitute a single whole. However, they are divided by a high overgrown 
hedge. Thus the raw materials for the sawmill personnel are supplied not by 
means of a conveyer line, which would be considerably more profitable and 
cheaper, but rather they are delivered by means of motor vehicles through an 
opening in the hedge, with the distance being 100-200 meters. In the process, 
more time is spent loading and unloading the motor vehicles than is consumed 
transporting the wood. Owing to this fact alone, the timber plant had to 
maintain a huge pool of timber hauling equipment. 


Nor was this all. s#ach day two inspectors stand guard at the opening where, 
usiny, their own particular methods, they each measure the size of the saw logs 
on the passing timber carrying vehicles. It sometimes happens that their 
opinions regarding the number of cubic meters differ so greatly that they 
begin arguing with one another in a heated manner. 





"There can be no doubt'' admits the chief engineer of the timber plant 

V. Bakun, "but that this is an abnormal situation. As a result, the interests 
of both our collectives and the state are suffering. This would not occur if 
there was but one chief. Just as soon as we join together, there no longer 

will be a need for having two raw material exchanges, two motor vehicle pools 

or railroad sidings and improvements will be realized in the use of the machines 
and in their technical status." 


"I also drew the conclusion long ago" stated the director of the timber 
industry farm V. Terebov, "that a single all-round establishment should be 
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created at Porosozero. This would make it possible to carry out better 
construction, to eliminate all of the primitive timber finishing sites, to 
concentrate the timber procurements at one location, to prevent the squandering 
of the forestry fund and to combine five small garages, offices and various 
services. At the same time, the administrative staff can be reduced 
considerably and it will become easier to maneuver the personnel and equipment 
when carrying out seasonal work, to maintain discipline in the collective and 
to retain the personnel at their jobs. 


It was leter revealed that this problem had already been raised several years 
ago and that a plan for a combined forestry combine had even been prepared. 
But the carrying out of this plan hindered the departmental ambition. At the 
same time, the association's requirements for numerous timber users are 
increasing with each passing year. Sharp reductions are taking place here in 
the quantities of ripe and overripe wood. The volumes of raw material 
procurements are falling on a regular basis and this is radically undermining 
the economy of the timber plant. 


Unfortunately, Porosozero is no exception. Very few untouched 
forests remain and in the neigh>oring forestry farms and 
timber industry farms the authorities are impatiently awaiting 
the merging of numerous organizations in the settlements of 
Volema, Ladva, Novolendery, Muyezerskiy and others. 


Are these realistic recommendations? Beyond any doubt. For 
some time now, there have been timber combines for the 
procurement and processing of wood in Murmansk Oblast; 
forestry and multiple branch establishments with well 
developed agricultural departments -- in the Baltic and 
western Ukraine. Their operational experience has been 
summarized repeatedly and all-union seminars and conferences 
have been held here on more than one occasion. The task 
now consists of disseminating these leading managerial 
methods on an extensive scale. 
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